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ana HE . the Praiſes of the Deel, 

3 * 7 Man Argument fo worn out, by lang 
and frequent Uſe, and now become ſo 

Nr nauſeous by the Flaltery that ufually at- 
ends it, that it is no Wonder if Funeral Orations, 
or Panegyricks, are more conſidered for the Elegan- 
e Style, and Fineneſi of Wit, than for the Au- 
 therity they carry with them as tothe Truthof Mat- 
ters of Fad. And yet I am not hereby deterred 
: From meddling with this Kind of Argument, nor 
| from handling it with all the P lainneſs I can: de- 
irering only what I myſelf heard and far, with 
wut any borrowed Cruamenl. I do eafily fareſee 
_ bow many will be engaged for the Support of 114 
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impious Maxims, and immoral Practices, to dif- 
parage what 1 am to write. Others will cenſure 

it becauſe it comes from one of my Prefeſſion, tos 

mam ſuppoſing us to be induced to frame ſuch Difſ- 
Courſes for carrying on what they are pleaſed to call 
Our Trade. Some will think I dreſs it up tos arti- 


fieially, and others, -that 7 — it too plain ard 
naked. 


3 being reſolved to govern myſelf by. the ex- 
act Rules of Truth, I ſhall be leſs concerned in the 
Cenfures I may fall under It may ſeem liable to 
great Exception, that I ſhould diſcloſe ſo many 
Things, that were diſcovered to me, if not under 
the Seal of Confeſſion, yet under the Confidence of 
Friendſhip : But this noble Lord himſelf nat only 
releaſed me from all Obligation of this Kind, when 
IJ waited on him in his laſt Sickneſs, a few Days 
before he died, but gave it me in Charge not io ſpare 
him in any Thing which I thought might be of Uſe 
to the Living; and was not ill pleaſed to be laid 
open, as well in the worſt as inthe beſt and laſt 
Part of bis Life, being ſo fincere in his Repentance 
that he was not unwilling 16 take Shame to himſelf, 
b Suffering his Faults to be expoſed for the Bene- 
fit of others, 
[write with one great Diſadvantage, that I cane 
not reach bis chief Deſſon, without mentianing ſome 
of his Faults ; But I have tcuched them as tenders 


” TT EF 0c, * 
.Yy as the Occaſion would bear : and I am fure with 
much more Softneſs thaw he dęſired, or would have 
conſented .unto, had 1 told him-how I intended to. | 
manage this Part. I have related nothing with 
Perſonal Reflexions on any*others, concerned with 
him, wiſhing rather that #h:y themſelves refleting 
vn the Senſe be had of his former Diforders, may 
de thereby led to ſor ſale their own ;-than that they 
ſhould be--any li ays-reproached by what I write: | 
And therefore, 4b he uſed very few Reſerves with 
me, as 10 bis Courſe of Life, yet ſince otherr had a 
Share in moſt Parts of it, 1 ſhall relate nothing 
but what more immediately concerned bimſclf : And 


Hall ſay no more of his Faults, e is neceſſary io 
illuſtrate his Repentancte. : 


THE Occaſion that led me into ſo particular a 


| Kiboraletips of him, was. an Intimation given me ( 


.a Gentleman of his Acquaintance, of bis Deſire to 
fee me. This was ſometime in Oftober, 1679. when 
he was flowly recovering of a great Diſeaſe, He 
had un derſi od that I often. attended on one well 
known to him, that died the Summer before: He 
af alſo then entertaining himſelf in that low 
State of his Health, with the firſt Part of the Hiſ- 
tory of the Reformation then newly come out, with 
..avhich he ſeemed not ill pleaſed : And we had ac- 
cidentally met in two or three Places ſometime he 


Sore, Theſe were the Metives that led bim to call 


vi r ACHE. 

Nor my Company. After I bad wvaited on bim once 
wr twice, be grew into that Freedom with me, as 
fo open to me all bis Thoughts, both of Religion and 
Morality ; and to give me a full View of his paſt 
iLife and ſeemed not uneaſy at my frequent Viſits. 
So til he went from London, which was in the 
Beginning of April, I waited an bim often. As 
ſoon as 1 heard how ill be vas, and how much he 
var touched with a Senſe of his former Life, I 
aurit to him, and received from him an Anſwer, ; 
bat without my Knowledge, was printed fence his 
Death; from a Copy which one of his Servants con + 
. weed to the Preſs, In it there is ſo.undeſerved a 
Value put on me that it had been very undecent for 
me to have publiſhed it: Yet that muſt be attribu- 
ted unto bis Givility and Way of Breeding: And 
' indeed he was particularly known to ſo few of the 
© Clergy, that the good Opinion he had of me, is ta be 
 $mputed only to his Unacquaintance with others. 
MI End of Writing is ſo to diſcharge the lat 
Command this Lord left on me, as it may be effec+ 
- Fual to awaken t heſe who run on to all the Exceſſes 
of Riot; and that in the Midft of thoſe Heats, 
- awbich their Luſts and Paſſions raiſe in them, they 
' may be a little wrought cn by ſo great an Inſtauae, 
One who kad run round the whole Circle of Lu- 
- XUTY; and as Solomon ſays of himſelf, W hatfae- 
ver his Eyes deſired, he kept it not ſrom them; 


and withheld his Heart from no Joy, Bat w 


he looked back on all that on which he bad waſted® 


his Time and Strength, be efteemed it Vanity and | 
vexation of Spirit: 7% he had both as much na- 
tural Wit, and as much acquired by Learning, and 
both as much improved with thinking and Study at 
perhaps any Libertine of the Ape; yet when be re- 
fecked on all hit former Courſes, even before hit 
Mind was illuminated with better Thoughts, be 
counted them Madneſs and Folly, But when the 
| Powers of Religion came to operate on him, then be 
added a Deteflation to the Contempt he formerly 
had of them ſuitable to what became a Fncere Pe- 
nitent, and expreſſed himſelf i in fo clear and e calm 
a Manner, fo ſenfible of his Failings towards bit 


Maler and his Redeemer, that as it wrought not a 
little on thoſe that were about him, ſo, I hope, the 
making it publick may have a. more general Influ- 
ence, chiefly on thoſe on b] his former C onverſati- 
on bad ill E fects. J have endeavoured to give bis 
Character as fully-as 1 could take it: For I who 


ſaw him only in one Light,. in a ſedate and quiet 


Temper, when he was under a great Decay of 
Strength and Loſs of Spirits, cannot give lis Pic- 
ture with that Life and Advantage that others may, 
who knew him when his Parts were more bright 
and lively: Yet the Compoſure he was then in, may ' 
perhaps be ſuppoſed to balance any Abatement of 


ww FEES IMPUITCEE,: | 

his uſuat Vigour which the Declination of Nr 

Health brought him under. I have written this, | | 

Diſcourſe with as much Gare, and have conſidered. 

it as narrowly: as I could. I am ſute I have ſaid 

| nothing but Truth; [ have done it ftawly, and of- 

| ten uſed my ſecond 7 houg he in it, nat being ſo much 
concerned in the Cenſures might fall on myſelfy, as. 

| cautious that nothing ſhould paſs, that might ob« 

|  firudt my only Deji ran of .uriting, which is the do- 

1 F ing what I can towards reforming a looſe and lewd. . 


e. And if ſuch a Signal Inflance concurring, 
with all the Evidence that awe have for our el 


450 Faith, bat no Effect on thoſe auba are running 


the ſame Courſe, it is, much do be ſeared they « are. 
given up to a reprobate Senſe. 
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Jon! Farl of f Rocheſter. 


LC 1 N 0 7 Earl of Recke= 97 

1 MI ger was born in eil, de Dawes! 
* 5 1 1648. his Father was Henry Earl of 
* > Rocheſter, but beſt known by the 
Title of the Lord Vilmot, who 
dore ſo great a Part in the late Wars, that. Men- 


- 


| « 297 
tion is often made of him in the Hiſtory. and 
had the chief Share in the Honour of the Preſere 


vation of His Majeſty, that now reighs, after 


Horcaſter Fight, and the conveying him from 
* Place to Place, till he happily eſcaped into France: "4 
but dying before the King's Return, be left his 


| 3 5 Son little other Inheritance, but the Honour and 
md Title derived to him, with the pretenſions ſuch 
eminent Services gave him to the King's Favour : | 


Theſe were carefully managed by the great 
Prudence and Diſcretion of his Mother, a Daugh- 
ter of that noble and ancient Family of the St. 
Fobns of Wiltſhire, ſo that his Education was 


| carried on in all Things, fuitably to his * 


 F 
1 Warn he was at School, Wan 


ing Parts which have ſince appeared with ſo 
much Lypſtre, began then to ſhew themſelves, 
He acquired the Latin to ſuch perfection, that, 
to his dying Day, he retained a great Reliſh to 
the Fineneſs and Beauty of that Tongue; and 
was exactly verſed in the incomparable Authors 
chat writ about Auguſtus's- Time, whom, „ 
read oſten with that peculiar Delight which 
the greateſt Wits have ever 3 in | thoſe Sea- 
dies. 


Warn he went to the We the ge- 


ordinary Proficient at his Book; and thoſe ſhin- 


— 


3 S) . 
eh % which" over-ran | the” whole Nation = 
upon His Majeſty* 5 Reſtoration, but vas not 
regulated with char "S6bricty and Temperance, 
that became a ſerious Gratitude to G0 for ſo 
great a Bleffing, produced ſome of its ill Effets 
oh him. He began to love theſe Diſorders too 
much; his Tutor was that eminent and pious 
Divine, Dr. Blandford, afterwards promoted io 
the Sees of Oxford and Worcefter z and, under his 0 
InſpeQion, he was committed to the more imme - 
diate Care of Mr. -Pbineas Berry,” a Fellow of 
| tured Man; hom he after w ardb ever uſed wi 
4 much Reſpect, and rewarded him as became a 
great Man. But the Humour of that Time 
wrought. ſo much on him, that he broke off the 

Courſe of his Studies; to which no Means could 
ever effectually recall him 2 till when Ae was in 

Italy, bis Governor, Dr. Balfour, a learned aud 

worthy Man, now a celebrated Payſician in Scot 
land, his native Country; drew him to read ſuch 
Books, as were moſt likely to bring him back 
to love Learning and study; and he often ac - 
| knowledged to ine; in particular; three Days be- 
fore his Death; how much he was obliged tio 
loxe and honour this his Governor, to whon he 
_ he owed. ae than to all the Wen 


32 


0 4h. 
Care of him,, while he was. Under Bis, ran. 
But no Part of it affected him more ſenſibly, than 
that he engaged him by many Tricks (ſo date: 
| pteſſad it) to delight in Books and Reading; ſo 
that ever after he took Occaſion in the Intervals 


of thoſe woful Extravagancies that 'conſumed., 
moſt of his Time, to read much: And tho? the 


Time was generally but indifferently employed 


for the Choice of the Subject of his Studies was 


not always good, yet the habitual Love of Know- 6 
ledge together with theſe Fits of Study, had much 
awakened his Underſtanding, and prepared him 

for better Things, when his Mind ſhould de 
| far changedes — W 


Hs came from his Travels in the 18th. Year of 5 


his Age; and appeared at Court with as great 
Advantages as moſt ever had. He was a grace- 


if not a little too ſlender. He was exactly well- 


bred, and what by a modeſt Behaviour natural 
to him, what by a Civility become almoſt as na- 
tural, his Converſation was eaſy and obliging. 
He had a ſtrange Vivacity of Thought, and vi- 
gour of Expreſſion. His Wit had a Subtility and 
*  Sublimity both, that were ſcarce imitable. His 
Style was clear and ſtrong, When he uſed Pi- 
gures, they were very lively, and yet far enough 3 
out of the common Road, He had made himſelf - 


ful and well ſhaped Perſon, tall and well made, 


Qt3) 


' Maſter of the'antientand modern Wit, and of the 


modern French and \[talian as welf ab the EAg: 
liſh; He loved to talk and write of ſpeculative 


even thoſe who hated the subjects that his Fancy 
ran upon, yet could not but be charmed with his 
Wayof treating them. Boileau among the French, 

and Cowley among the E ngliſh Wits, were thoſe 
he admired moſt. Sometimes other Men 's 
Thoughts mixed with his Compoſures, but that 


him when he read them, by which they came to : 
return upon him as his own Thonghts, than that 
ke ſervilely copied from any. For few Men ever 
had a bolder Flight of Fancy, more Reddily go- 
verned by Judgment than he had. No Wonder d 
a young Man ſo made, and ſoimproved, v was very 
1 in a Court. 

soon after his coming chither, be laid 1a ld | 
on the firſt Occaſion that offered to ſhew his 
Readineſs to hazard his Life in the Defence and 
service of his Country. In Winter 1665, he 
went-with the Earl of Sandwich to Sea, when he 
was" ſent to lie for the Dutch Eaft India Fleet; 
and was in the Revenge, commanded by Sir 7 ho- 
mas Tiddiman, when the Attack was made on 
the Port of Bergen i in Norauay, the Datch Ships 
Baviag got into that Port. it was as deſperate Ts 

B 3. | 


Matters, and did it with ſo fine” 2 Thread, that 


flowed rather from the Impreflions they made on. Lo 


Courage at that Time very highly, Nor 


(6). 


an Attempt as ever was made. During the whole 
 Adtion, the Earl, of Rocheſter ſhewed as brave and 


as reſolute a Courage as was poſſible. A Perſon 


of Honour told me, he heard the Lord Cliford, 
who was in the ſame Ship, often magnify his 


Rigours of the Seaſon, the Hardneſs of the Voyages 


to his neareſt. Relations. He went aboard the 


| Ship commanded by Sir Edward Spragge, the 


Day before the great Sea Fight of that Year. 


3 Almoſt all the Voluntiers that were in the ſame : 
Ship, were killed. Mr. Middleton (Brother tao 
Sir Hugh Middleton) was ſhox i in his Arms, Du- 


ring the Action, Sir Edward Spragge not being 
fatisfied with the Behaviour of one of the Cap- 


tains, could nor eaſily find a Perſon that would 


chearfully venture thro? ſo much Danger, t to car- 
ry his Commands to that Captain. I bis Lord 
offered himſelf to the Service, and went in a lit 


* tle Boat thro? all the Shot, and delivered his Meſ- 


ſage, and returned back to Sir Edward: which 


was much commended by all that ſaw it. He 


thought it neceſſary to begin his Life with theſe 
- Demonſtrations of his Courage in an . 


9 


Nor did the | 


and the extream Danger he had been in, deter 
& him from running the like on the very next Oe - 
 _ eaſion; for the Summer following he went to 
Sea again, without communicating his Deſigu 


(7 9 
and way of Fighting; which is acknowledged 
to an ee and 2 
Valor. 

Hs had foemtircly lai down the bene 
at his Return, he Pin nothing more. But 
falling into Company that loved theſe Exceſſes, 
he was, tho not without Difficulty, and by many | 
Steps, brought back to it again. And the natu- 
ral Heat of his Fangy, being inflamed by Wine, 
made him ſo extravagantly pleaſant, that many, 
to be more diyerted by that Hamour, ſtudied to 
engage him deeper and deeper in Intemperance; 
Which, at length, did ſo entirely fubdue hin, 


that, as he told me, for five Years together he 


was continually drunk; not all the while under 
the viſible Effect of it, but his Blogd was fo in- 
flamed, that he was not in all that Time cool e- 
nough to be perfectly Maſter of himſelf. -This 

lead him to ſay and do many wild and unac · 
; countable things. By this, he ſaid, he had broke 


the firm conſtitution of his Health, that ſeemed 


ſo ſtrang, that nothing was too hard for it; and 
he had ſuffered ſo much in his Reputat on, db ze 
be almoſt deſpaired to recover it. | There were 
. tyo Principles in his natural Temper, that being 

| heighten'd by that Heat carried him vo) great 

Ereeſſes; a violent Love of Pleafure, 1 a Diſ- 
| B 4 
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1 pchidon 0 entravsgant Wh! The ons isse 5 f 
ed him im great Senſuality: the other led him to 
many odd Adventures and Frolicks, in which he 1 
was aft in Hazard of his Life; the one being the 
lame irregular Appetite, in his Mind, that the o- 
ther was in his Body, which made him think nothing 
diverting that was not extravagant. And, tho? 
in cold Blood he was a generous and good natur- 
ed Man, yet he would go far in his Heats, af- 
ter any thing that might turn to a jeſt or Mat- 
ter of Diverſion. He ſaid to me, He never im- 
1 proved his Intereſt at Court, to do a premeditat- 
ed Miſchief to other Perſons, yet he laid out his 
Wit very freely in Libels and Satyrs, in which he 
Had a peculiar Talent of mixing his Wit with 
His Malice, and fitting both with ſuch apt Words, 
that Men were tempted to be pleaſed with them. 
From thence his compoſures came eaſily to be 
known; for few had ſuch a Way of tempering 
theſe: together as he had: 80 that, when any 
Thing extraordinary that Way came out, as a 
Child is fathered ſometimes by is Reſemblance, 
Jo was it laid at his Door as its Parent and Au- | 
-thor. ee * | 1 n 
Tuts Exerciſes, in the Courſe of his Life, 
were not always equally pleaſant to him. He 
had often ſad intervals and ſevere Reflections on 
them; and tho' then he had not theſe awakened 


| CS. > BW 

in him from any deep Principle of Religion; Ye 

the Horror that Nature raiſed in him, Crab * 
in ſome Sickneſſes, made him too eaſy to receive 
ſome ill Principles, which others endea voured to 
poſſeſs him with; fo that he was too ſoon brought 
do ſet. himſelf to ſecure and fortify his Mind a- 
gainſt that, by diſpoſſeſſing it all he could of the 
Belief or Apprehenſions of Religion,” The Li- 
centiouſneſs of his Temper, with the Briſknefs 
of his Wit, diſpoſed him to love the Converſati- 


bon of thoſe who divided their Time between lewd 


Actions and irregular Mirth. And ſo he came 
to bend his Wit, and direct his Studies and Endea- 
vours to ſupport and e theſe ill Princi- 
ples both in himſelf and others. * 
Ax Accident fell out after this which baten 
ed him more in theſe Courſes, When he went 
to Sea in the Year 1665, there happened to be 
in the ſame ſhip with him Mr. Mountague, and 
another Gentleman of Quality, theſe two, the 
former eſpecially, ſeemed perſuaded that they 
ſhould never return into England. Mr. Mountas 
_ gue ſaid, He was ſure of it: the other was not fo. 
poſitive. The Earl of Rocheſter, and the laft of 
theſe, entred into a formal Engagement, not 
without Ceremonies of Religion, that if either of 
them died, he ſhould appear, and give the other 
Notice of the future State, if there was any. But 


"0 ao:)) 
12 + Afr \Mountague would not enter into the Bond. 
[| Wen the Day came that they thought to have 
nen the Dutch Fleet in the Port of Bergen Mr. 
bo  -Mountague, tho' he bad foch a ſtrong Preſage in 
his Mind of his approaching Death, yet he ge- _ 
nerovſly ſtaid all the while in the Place of great- 
ſt Danger. The other Gentleman ſignalized 
Ais Courage in a moſt undaunted Manner, till 
Bear the End of the Adion; when he fell on 2 
fſudden into ſuch a Trembling, that he could 
ſearce ſtand: And Mr. Mountague going to him 
to hold him up, as they were in each others Arms, 
A Cannon Ball killed him outright and carried a- 
way Mr Maxntague's Belly, ſa that he died with · 


me, That theſe Preſages they had in their Minds 
muade ſome Impreſſion on him, that there were 
ſieparate Beings: and that the Soul, either by a 
natural Sagacity, or ſome ſecret Notice commn- 
nicated to it, had a ſort of Divination : But chat 
Sentleman's never appearing was a great Snare 

to him, during the reſt of his Life. Tho' when 


it was an uareaſonable Thing for him to think, 
chat Beings in anccher State were not under ſuck 2 
Laws and Limits, that they could not command 


in an Hour after. The Earl of Rochefter told 


he told me this, he could not but acknowledge, 3 


their: own: Motions, but as the Supreme Power 
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on. 


ſome Diſorder, and the Lady Marre reproving 


= : 


) 
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corrupted: che natural principles of Truth, as he 
| had, had no Reaſon, to expect that ſuch an extra- 


ordinary . ſhould be done boy bis — 


H told me _ PENG WY de . Fg | 
had of his appreaching Death in the Lady Warres 
Ais Mother in-law's Houſe: The Chaplain bad 


| : dream'd that ſuch a Day he ſhould. die, but being 


by all the Family put out of the: Belief of it, he 


had almoſt forgot it: Till the Evening before at 


| Supper, there being thirteen ar Table; according 
| to a fond Conceit that one of theſe malt ſoon die, 


one of the young Ladies pointed to him, that he 
was to die, He remembring his Dream fell into 


him for his Superſtition, he ſaid, He was confident 
he was to die before Morning, but he being in 


perfect Health, it was not much minded. It was 


Saturday night, and he was to preach-next Day; 
He went to his Chamber and ſat up late, as ap- 
peared by the burning of bis Candle, and he had 
been preparing his Notes for his Sermon, but was | 
found dead in his Bed the next Morning : Theſe 
Things, he ſaid, made him incline to believe, the 


Soul was a Subſtance diſtin from Matter: And 

_ this oſten returned into his Thoughts. But that 
which perfected his Perſuaſion about it, was, that 

in the Sickneſs which brought him * "i 


— — — 


a») 
before 1:8rft knew him, when his Spirits were is 


low and ſpent, that he could not move nor ſtir, 
and he did not think to live an Hour; he ſaid, 
his Reaſon and Judgment were ſo elear and ſtrong, | 
that from thence he was fully 'perfuaded that 
Death was not the ſpending or Diſſolution of the 
Soul; but only the Separation of it from Matter. 
He had in that Sickneſs great Remorſes for his 
paſt Life, but he afterwards told me, they were 
Tather general and dark Horrors, than any con- 
victions of ſinning againſt God. He was ſorry be 
bad lived ſo as to waſte his Strength fo foon, or 
| *hat he had brought ſuch an ill Name upon bim- 


ſelf, and had an Agony in his Mind about it, 


which he knew not well how to expreſs: But at | 
ſuch Times, though he complied with his Friends 
in ſuffering Divines to be ſent for, he faid, he had 
no great mind to it; and that it was but a Piece 
of his Breeding, to dcfire them to pray by wht 
in which he joined little himſeif. 

As tothe Supreme Being, he had always ſome 
impreſſion of one; and profeſſed often to me, 
that he had never known an entire Atheiſt, who 
fully believed there was no God, Yet when he 
explained his Notion of this Being, it amounted 
to no more than a vaſt Power, that bad none of 
the Attributes of Goodneſs or Juſtice, we aſeribe 
to the Deity : Theſe were his Thoughts about Re- 


| the Pleaſure they took in defaming innocent Per- 
| ſons, and ſpreading falſe Reports of ſome,” perhaps 
f in Revenge, becauſe they could not engage them 


e 
ligion, as himſelf told me. For Morality, be free $ 


ly. own'd to me, that though he talked of it, as a 


fine thing, yet this was only becauſe he thought” 
it a decent Wa; of ſpeaking, and that as they” 
went always in Cloaths, tho' in their Frolicks they” 


would have choſen ſometimes to have gone naked, 


if they had not feared the' People; fo though 
ſome of them found it neceſſary for human Life 


to talk of Morality, yet he confeſſed they cared 


not for it, further than the Keputation of it was 
neceſſary for their Credit and Aff irs; of which 


he gave me many Inſtances, as their Profeſſion and 5 
| ſwearing Friendſhip, where they hated mortally ;. 2 
| their Oaths and Imprecations in their Addreſſes to 


Women, which they intended never to make good; 5 


to- comply .with their ill Defigns: The Delight 


they had in making People quarrel; their unjuſt 


Ulage of their Creditors, and putting them off oy © 
any deeeitful Promiſe they could invent, that 
might deliver them from preſent Importunity. 
So that in Deteſtation of theſe Courſes, he would 
often break forth into ſuch hard Exprefſi-.ns con- 
cerning himſelf, as en be indecent we another 
to repeat. | 

_ Sucn had been his N aa Praftiſes in 2 


1 Courſe of many EUN! which had almoſt quite er- 
tiaguiſh'd the natural Propenſities in him to juſ. 
tice and Virtue : He would often go into che 

country, and be for ſome Months wholly employ- T 
eld in Study, or the Sallies of his Wit: Which he Þ 
came to direct chiefly to Satyr. And this he of- 
ten deferded. to me, by ſaying there were ſome 
People that could not be kept in Order, or admo- =. 
niſhed but in this Way. I replied, that it might' + 8 
be granted that a grave Way of Satyr was ſome 
times no improfitable Way of Reproof. Vet they 
who uſed it only out of Spite, and mixed Lies with. 
Truth, ſparing nothing that might adorn their 
2 Poems, or gratify their Revenge, could not ex · 
cule that Way of Reproach, by which the Inno- 
1 : cent often ſuffer: S nce the moſt malicious Things, 
. it wittily expreſſed, might Rick to and blemiſh the 
2 beſt Men in the World, and the. Malice of a Li · 
| bel could hardly conſiſt with the Charity of an 
Admonition. Jo this he anſwered, A Man could 
not write with Life, unleſs he were heated by Re- 
venge : For to make a Satyr without Reſentment, 
upon the cold Notions of Philoſophy, was as if a 
Man would i in cold Blood cut Mens Throats who 
had never offended him: And he faid, The Lies 
in theſe Libels came often in as Ornaments that 
5 could not be ſpared without 2 the * 
of the Poem. 


(/ 15: Y) 
: For his other Studies, they were divided has | 
tween the comical. and witty. Writings of the An- 


cients and Moderns, the Roman Authors, and ES 
Books of Phyſick : Which the ill State of Health 


he was fallen into, made more neceſſary to him 


|  felf; and which qualified him for an odd Advens. 


for the, Variety of them he affeQed ; at other 


thing by which he might be diſcovered. 


ture, which [ball but juſt mention. Being un- 
} der an unlucky Accident, which obliged him to 
> "keep out of the Way; he diſguiſed: bimſelf, ſo 


that his neareſt Friends could not have known 


| 4 him, and ſet up in Tewer-ftreet for an alias 


Mountebank, where he practiſed Phy ſick for ſome 
Weeks not without Succeſs, In his latter Tears, 
he read Books of Hiſtory more. He took Pleaſure : 
to diſguiſe himſelf, as a Porter, or as a Beggar ;': 
ſometimes to follow ſome mean Amours, which, 


Times, merely for Diverſion, he would go about 
in odd Shapes, in which he acted his part ſo na- 
turally, that even thoſe who were in the Secret, 
and law him in theſe Shapes, could perceive no | 


1 nave now made the Deſcription of his ſormer 


Life and Principles, as fully as L thought neceſſa - 
ry, to anſwer my End in writing: And yet with 8 


thoſe Reſerves, that I hope I have given no juſt . 


| Cauſe of Offence to any, I have ſajd nothing but 
what I had from his own, Meng, and have avoĩd- 


8 


En ) 
ed. che nientioning the more partjeular Paſſages of 
his Life, of which he told ine not a few + But ſince 
others were coricerned in them; whoſe Good only 
I deſign, 1 will fay nothing that may either pro- 
voke or blemiſh them. It is their Reformatiön, 
and not their Diſgrace, 1 defire. "This tender 
Conſideration of others, has made me ſuppreſs 
many remarkable and uſeful things he told me- 
But finding, that though I ſhould name none, yet 
I muſt at leaſt relate ſuch Circumſtances,'as would 
give too great Occaſion for the Reader to conjee- 
ture concerning the Perſons intended right or 
wrong, either of which were inconvenient enough, 
I have choſen to paſs them quite over. But I hope 
thoſe that know how much they were engaged 
with him in his ill Courſes, will be ſomewhat 
touched with this Tend:rneſs I expreſs towards 
them; and be thereby the rather induced to re- 
flect on their Ways, and to confider without Pre- 
judice or Paſſion hat Senſe this noble Lord had- a 
ol their Caſe, when be came at lan ſeriouſly to re- 
fle& upon his own, , 
Ino turn to thoſe Parts of this Narrative, 
wherein I myſelf bore ſome Share, and which 1 
am to deliver upon the Obſervations I made, after 
a long and free Converſation with him for ſome 
Months. I was not long i in his Company, When 
. he told me, he ſhould treat me with more Free- 


from me, but lay his Thoughts op:n without any 5 


ſo engaged to his old Maxims, as to reſolve not to 
change, but that if he coald be convinc'd, he 


— 


| | dom than he had ever uſed to Men of my Profeſ- | \ * 


ſion. He would conceal none of his Principles 


Diſguiſe; nor would he do it to maintain Dzbate, 
or ſhew his Wit, but plainly tell me what ſtuck 
with him; and proteſted to me, that he was not: 


would chooſe rather to be of another Wad: He 


aid, he would impartiaily weigh what 1 ſhould, 


lay before him, and tell me freely when it did coa - 
vince him, and when it did not. He expreſſed N 
this Dilpoſition of Mind to me in a Maaner ſo 


frank, that I could not but believe him, and be 
much taken with bis Way of Diſcourſe: So we 


entered into almoſt all the parts of natur. i and 


revealed Religion, and of Morality. He ſeemed 


Pleaſed, and in a great Meaſure ſatisfied, with 
what I ſaid upon many of theſe Heads: - And, 
though our freelt Converſation was when we were 


alone, yet upon ſeveral Occaſions, other Perſons 


were Witnsſſes to it. I underſtood from many 
Hands, that my Company was not diſtalleful to 


him, and that the Subjeds about which we talk 
ell moll were not uracceptable: and he expreſſed. 
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himſelf often, not ill pleaſed with many Things 1, 


- ſaid to Fim, and particularly when I viſited him 
ip kis laſt Sickneſs, {0 that I hope! it may not be al · 
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together unprofitable to publiſh the Subſtatiee of 
_ thoſe Matters about which we argued ſo freely, 

with our Reaſoning upon them: And perhaps: 
what had ſome Effects on him, may be not altoge= 
ther ineffectual apon others. 1 followed him with 
ſuch Arguments as I ſaw were moſt likely to pre- 
vail with him: And my not urging other Reafons, 
proceeded not from any diſtruſt I had of their 
Force, but from the Neceſſity of ufing thoſe that 
vere moſt proper for him. He was then in a low | 


a State of Health, and feemed to be ſlowly recover- 


ing of a great Diſeaſe : He was in the Milk-diet, 
and apt to fall into Hedtieal- fits; any Accident 
weakned him, ſo that he thought he could not 
. live long; and when he went from London, he 


ſail, he believed he ſhould never come to Town 


more. Yet during his being in Town he was ſo 
well, that he went often abroad, and had great. - 
Vivacity of Spirit, So that he was under no ſuch” 
Decay, as either darkned or weakned his Under- 
ſtanding; nor was he any Way troubled with the 
. Spleen, or Vapours, or under the Power of Me- 
lancholy. What he was then, compared to what 
he had been formerly, I could not ſo well judge, - 
who had ſeen him but twice before, Others have 
told me they perceived no Difference in his Parts, | 
This I mention more particularly, that it may not 
be thought chat n., or the want of Spi- 


{19 1 
rits, made him more inclined to receive any n- 
preſſions: For indeed: oh never — 92 * 
Da him. 
| HavinG thus rnd hy way to theiHeads 5 
of our Diſcourſe, I ſhall next mention them. The 
ckree chief Things we talked about, were Mora - 
ty, Natural Religion, and Revealed Religion, 
Chriſtianity in particular. For Morality, he con- 
felled he ſa w the Neceſſity of it, both for the Go- 
vernment of the World, and for the Preſervation 
of Health, Life and Friendſhip : and was very 
much aſhamed of his former Prattifes, rather be-' 
| eauſchehad made himſelf a Beaſt, aud had brought 
Pain and Sickneſs on his Body, and had ſuffered 
much in his Reputation, than ſrom any deep Senſe 
of a gupream Being, or another State: But ſo fas 
this went with him, that he refolved firmly to 
change the Courſe of his Life: which he thought 
he ſhould effect by the Study of Philoſophy, and 
9 kad not a few no leſs ſolid than pleaſant Notions 
e concerning the Folly and Madneſs of Vice: bur 
he confeſſed he had no Remorſe for his paſt Acti- 
ons, as Offences againſt God, but only as Injuri⸗s | 
to himſelf and to Mankind. 3 
- « Ueon' this subject 1 ſhewed him the Defeats of 
Philoſophy, for reforming the World: That it 
was a Matter of Speculation, which but few ei - 
: ther 1 the Leiſure, or the Capacity do enquire 
C2 
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into. But the Principle that muſt reform Man- 
kind; muſt be 0>vious to every Man's Underſtand - 
ing. That Philoſophy in Matters of Morality, be- 
yond the great Lines of our Duty, had no very 
certain fixed Rule, but in the leſſer Offices and In- 
" ſtances of our Duty, went much by the Fancies 
of Men, and Cuſtoms of Nations; and conſequent- 
ly could not have Authority enough to bear down 
the Propenſities of Nature, Appetite or Paſſion : 
For which I inſtanced in theſe two Points: The 
one was about that Mazim of the Stoicks, to ex- 
tirpate all Sort of Paſſion and Concern ſor any 
Thing. That, take it by one Hand, ſeemed de- 
| firavle, becauſe if it could be accompliſhed, it 
would make all the Accidents of Life eaſy; but! 
think it cannot, becauſe Nature after all our ftri- 
ving againſt it, will ſtill return to itſelf : Yet.on 
the other Hand, it diſſolved the Bonds of Nature 
ard Friendſhip, and flackned Induſtry, which will 
move but dully, without an inward Heat: And 
i it delivered a Man from many Troubles, it de- 
prived him of the chief Pleaſures of Life, which 
riſe from Friendſhip. The other was concerning 
the Reſtraint of Pleaſure, how far that was to go, 
Upon this he told me the two Maxims of his Mo- 
relity chen were, that he ſhould do nothing to 
the Hurt of ary other, or that might prejudice 
his own Health: And he thought that all Pleas 


| (ar * | 
fore, when it did not interfere with theſe, was 0 


be indulged, as the Gratification of our natural 
Appetites. It ſeemed unreaſonable to imagine 

theſe were put into a Man only to be reſtrained; | 
or curbed to ſuch a Narrowneſs: This he applied 
ER to hon free c Uſe of Wine-and Women, 


| 0 was an Argument he the — 


then the revengeful might as well alledge it for 
Murder, and the Covetous for ſtealing; whoſa 
Appetites are no leſs keen on thoſe Objects; and 
yet it is acknowledg d that theſe Appetites ought 
to be curb'd. If the Difference is urged from the 
Injury that another Perſon receives, the Inj jury is 


as great, if a Man's Wife is defiled, or his Daugh- | 


ter corrupted: and it is impoſſible for a Man to 
let his Appetites looſe to vagrant Luſts, and not to 


tranſgreſs in theſe Particulars: So there was no 


. curing the Diſorders, that muſt riſe from thence, 


but by regulating theſe Appetites: And why 
ſhould we not as well think that God intended our 
brutal and ſenſual Appetites ſhould be governed 
-by our Reaſon, as that the Fierceneſs of Beaſts 
ſhould be managed and tamed, by the Wiſdom, 


and for the Uſe of Man? 80 that it is no real Ab- 
ſurdity to grant that Appetites were put into Men, 
on Purpoſe to exerciſe their Reaſon in the Reſtraint 
- and Government of them : which to be able to do, 

232 


2 moralities, ſuch as Oaths and Imprecations which 25 
are only intended to compaſʒ what is deſired: The 


: 


| "Xt 22 5 | 
miniſters u higher and more4aſting Vleaſire ton 


Man, chan to give them their full Scope and Range, 


And if other Rules of Phil aſapi be obſerved, ſuck 


| nus the avoiding thoſe Objects that ſtir Paſſion ; ; 


nothing raiſes higher Paſſions than ungovern'd 


Luſt, nothing darkens the Vaderſtanding, er 5 
preſſes a Man's Mind more, nor is any Thing ma- 


naged with more frequent Returns of other Im: 


Expence that is necefſary to maintain theſe Iure - 


. gularities makes a Man falſe in his other dealings, 
All this be freely confeſſed was true; upon which 
I urged, that if ĩt was reaſonable for a Man to re- 


gulate his Appetite in Things which he knew 


were hurtful to him; Was it not as reaſonable . 
ſor God to preſcribe a Regulating of.thoſe 'Appe- 


tites, whoſe unreſtrained Courſe did produce ſock 
miſchievous Effects? That it could not be denied, 


: But doing to others what we would havs others 
| ð unto us, was a. juſt Rule: Thoſe Mea then that 
28 nee how extream ſenſible they themſelves would 


be of the Diſhonour of their Families, in the Cafe 


3 0 their Wives or Daughters, muſt needs condemn 
erbemſelves, ſor doing that which they codld-nbt 
bear from another: And if the peace of Mankind, 


and the entire Satisfadion of our whale Liſe, 
ougkt· to be one of the chief Meaſures of aur 4 


, 


plication to Affairs, with the Eaſineſs of his whole 


(65835 | 


ons, then let all che World judge, Whether 


Man that confines his Appetite, and lives conteut- | 
ed at home, is not much happier, than thoſe that 
Jet their Defires run ——— The 


0 Queſtion fene borwern the Reſtraint of 15 
tite in ſome luſtandes, and the Freedom of a Man's 
"Thoughts, the Soundnefs of his Health, his Ap- 


Lie. Whether the one is not to be done befote | 
the other? As to the Difficulty of ſuch a Reſtraint, 
Though it is not eaſy to be done, when a Man at- 


los himſelf many. Liberties, in which it is not 
poſſible to ſtop; yet thoſe who avoid the Oecaſi · 


ons that may kindle theſe impure Flames, and 


| keep themſelves well-employed, find the via 
and Dominion over them no ſuch ĩimpoſſible, ar 


hard Matter, as may ſeem at firſt View, $0 that 
though the Philoſophy and Morality of this Poĩut 
were plain; yet there is not Strength enough in 

that Principle to ſubdue Nature, and Appetite, 


Upon this I urged, that Morality could not be a 


Fa ſtrong Thing, unlefs a Man were determined by 


a Law within himſelf: for if he only meaſuretl 


[himſelf by Decency, or the Laws of the Land, 


| this would teach him only to uſe ſuch Caution in 

— this} Pradices, that they ſhovid not break out 

o vibbly : but would never carry him to an in. 
IN 0 4 * 


Fl N 6 24 1 - 
j ward nbd unhverfel Peofitcy Tha virtue was of 
ſo complicated a Nature, that unleſs a Maii came 
entirely within its Diſcipline, he could not adhere 
ſtedfaſtly to any one Precept: For Vices are oſten 
made neceſſary Supports to one another. That 
this cannot be done, either ſteddily, or with any _ 
Satisfaction, unleſs the Mind does inwardly com- 
ply with, and delight in the Dictates of Virtue: 
And that could not be effected, except a Man's 
Nature were internally regenerated and changed 
by a higher Principle: Till that came about, cor - 
rupt Nature would be ſtrong, and Philoſophy but 
feeble; eſpecially when it ſtruggled with ſuch Ap- 
petites or Paſſions as were much kindled, or deep - 
ly rooted in the Conſtitution of ones Body. This, 
be faid, ſounded to him like Enthufraſm, or Cant = 
1 ing: He had no Notion of it, and ſo could not 
-underſtand it: He comprehended the Dictates of 
Reaſon and Philoſophy, on which as the Mind be- 
- came much converſant, there would foon follow 
as he believed, a greater Eaſineſs in obeying its 
Precepts : I told him on the other Hand, that all 
his Speculations of Philoſophy would not ſerve him 
in any Stead, to the reforming of his Nature and 
Life, till he applied himſelf to God for inward 
Aſſiſtances. It was certain, that the lmpreſſions 
made in his Reaſon governed him, as they were 
lively preſented to him: but theſe are fo apt to 


d. f 


(2 25 3 

ſlip out of our Memory, and ve ſo apt to turn ou 

Thoughts from them, and at ſome I ĩmes the 

contrary Impreſſions are ſo ſtrong, that, let a Man 

| ſet up a Reaſoning in his Mind againſt them, he 

* that celebrated Saying of the Poet, 
ii ideo neliora nen 67 


Detertera ſequor.- 
2 fee what is better, and approve it; but follow 
what is worſe, / 
to be all that Philoſophy will amount to. Where- 
as thoſe who upon ſuch Occaſions apply them 
c ſelves to God, by earneſt Prayer, ſeel a Diſengage· 
ment from ſuch Impreſſions, and themſelves en- 
dued with a Power to reſiſt them. 80 that thoſe 
Bonds which formerly held them, fall off. be.” 
TLuis, be faid, muſt be the Effect of a Heat in 8 
Nature; it was only the ſtrong Diverſion of the 
Thoughts, that gave the ſeeming Victory, and he 
did not doubt but if one could turn to a Problem 
in Euclid, or to write a Copy of Verſes, it would 
' have the ſame Effect. To this I anſwered, That 
if ſuch Methods did only divert the Thonghts, 
there might de ſome Force in what he ſaid: But 
if they not only drove out ſuch Inclinations, but 
begat Impreſſions contrary to them, and brought 
Nen into a new Diſpoſition and Habit of Mind; 
d then he muſt confeſs there was ſomewhat more 
dan a Deverſion in theſe Changes, which were 
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we 


1 „ 
„nee Minds by true Devotion. Tadded, | 
that Reaſon and Experience were the Things that 
determined our Perſuaſions; that as Experience 
without Reaſon may be thought the Deluſion of. 
our Fangy, ſo Reaſon without Experience had not 
ſo convincing an Operation: But the ſe two meet - 
ing together, muſt needs give a Man all the Sa- 
tisfaction he can deſire. He could not ſay, It was 
unreaſonable to believe that the Supream Being 
might make ſome Thoughts ſtir in our Minds 
with more or leſs Force, as it pleaſed : Eſpecial- 


1 the Force of theſe Motions being for the moſt | 9 


Part, according to the Impreſſion that was made 
on our Brains; which that Power that directed 
che whole Frame of Nature, could make grow. 
deeper as it pleaſed. It was alſo reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe God 2 Being of ſuch Goodneſs that he 
| would give his Aſſiſtance to ſuch as deſired it: 
For though he might upon ſome greater Occaſi - 
ons in an extraordinary Manner turn ſome Peo- 
ples Miads ; yet ſince he had endued Man with 
2 Faculty of Reaſon, it is fit that Men ſhould em - 
Bloy that, as far as they could, and beg his Aflit- 
ance, which certainly they can do. All this ſeemed 
geaſonable, and at leaſt probable: Now good Men 
who felt upon their frequent Applications:to-Gad 
in Prayer, a Freedom from thoſe ill Impreſſions 
Abat for merly ſubdued them, an in ward Love to 


l | regular Courſe of Nature ſeemed to demonſtrate 
the eternal Power of its of Author. This, he 


locked en it us a vuſt Power that wrought overy | 


1 


| Virtue und true - Goodneſs, an Eaſtneſs and Dus 


light 1 in all the;Parts of Holineſs, Which was ted 
arid cheriſhed in them by a Seriouſneſꝭ in Prayer, 
and did-langniſh as that went off, had as real a 


| Perception'of an inward Strength in their Minds, 


that did riſe and fall with true Devotion, as they 
perceived the Strength of their Bodies-1acreatefl = 


or abated, according as e n yu | 


Nouriſhment. | CE 
AFTER many Piſcourſes « upon. a-this: Snbjec, he 


8 ill continued to thin all was the Effect of Fancyz 
ie ſaid, that he underſtood nothing of it, but ac= 
Enowledged that he thought they were very hap- 


py whoſe Fancies were under the Power of ſuch 


Impreſſions; ſince they had fomewhat on which 


their Thoughts reſted and centred: : But when I 


ſaw bim in his laſt Sickneſs, be then told me, he 
had another Senſe of what we had tatked concern. 


ing Prayer and inward Aſſiſtances. 
Tuis Subject led us to Piſcourſe of God, — 


ä * the Notion of Religion in general. He belie- 


think the World was made by Chance, and the 


ſaid, he could never ſhake off; but when he came 
to explain his Notion of the Deity, he ſaid, he 
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Thing by the Neceſlity of its Nature: And thought the | 
that God had none of thoſe AﬀeRtions of Love or Uf e 
Hatred, which breed Perturbation in us, and by | Che 
Conſequence he could not. ſee that there was to don 
be either Reward or Puniſhment. He thought | him 
our Conceptions of God were ſo low, that we had Col 
better not think much of him: And to love God dec 
| Teemed to him a perſumptuous Thing, and the | far 
Heat of fanciful Men. Therefore he believed Ge 
there ſhould, be no other religious Worſhip, bur e 
a general Celebration of that Being, in ſome ſhort 9 
Hymn: All the other Parts of wor ſhip he eſteem- tl 
ed the Inventions of Prieſts to make the World 1 
believe they had a Secret of i incenſing and appea- 1 
ſing God as they, pleaſed. In a Word, he was J 
neither perſwaded that there was a ſpecial Pro- 
:vidence about human Affairs; nor that Prayers | 
pere of much uſe, ſince that was to look on God 
as a weak Being, that would be overcome with Im- 
portunities. And lor the State after Death, though 
he thought the Soul did not diſſolve at Death; 
yet he doubted much of Rewards or Puniſh- 
r ments: The one he thought too high for us to 
too extream to be inflicted for Sin, This was the 
*Subſtance ol his Spcculations about God and Re- 
. = : 
- I told him his Notion of God was ſo low, PER 


29 ) 
the Supream Being ſeemed to be nothing but na- 
ture. For if that Being had no Freedom, nor 
Choite of its own ARions, nor operated by. Wiſ- 


dom or Goodaeſs, all thofe Reaſons which lead 


him to acknowledge a God, were contrary to this 


| Conceit z for if the Order of the Univerſe perſwa - 


ded him to think there was a God, he muſt at the 
ſame Time, conceive him to be both Wiſe and 


| Good, as well as Powerful, ſince theſe all appear-' 


ed equally in the Creation: Though his Wiſdom 


f and Goodneſs had Ways, of exerting themſelves, 


that were far beyond our Notions or Meaſures. 
If God was Wiſe and Good, he would naturally: 
love, and be pleaſed with thoſe that reſembled 
himin theſe Perfections, and difl:ke thoſe that were 


oppoſite to him. Every rational Being naturally 
loves itſelf, and is delighted in others like itſelf, 
and is averſe from what is not ſo. Truth is a 
rational Nature's acting in conformity to itſelf in 
all Things, and Goodneſs is an Inclination to 
promote the Happineſs of other Beings : So Truth 
and Goodneſs were the eſſential PerfeQtions of 
every reaſonable Being, and certainly molt emi- 
nently in the Deity: Nor does his Mercy or 


Love raiſe Paſſion or Perturbation in him; for 


we feel that to be a Weakneſs in ourſelves, which 


indeed only flows from our Want of Power, or 
Anxill to do what we wiſh or defirer It is alſo rea- 


ff | 
forable to believe God would aſſiſt the Endeavoury 
of the Good, with ſome Helps ſuitable to their 
Nature. And that it could not beimagined, that 
thoſe who imitated; him, ſhould not be ſpecially 
favoured by him: And therefore ſince this dic 
not appear in this State, it was moſt reaſonable 
to think it ſhould be in another, where the Re- 
wards ſhall be an Admiſſon to a more perfect 
State of Conformity to God, with the Felicity 
that follows it, and the Puniſhments ſhould be a 
total Excluſion from him, with all the Horror and 


to be the natural Reſults of ſuch ſeveral Courſes 
| ef Life, as well as the Effects of Divine Juſtice, 
rewarding or puniſhing. For ſince he believed: 

the Soul had a diſtin Subſiſtence, ſeparated from 
the Body ; upon its Diſſolution there was no Rea- - 
- ſon. to think it paſſed into a State of utter Obli- 
_ vion, of what it had been in formerly: But that - 
as the Reflezions on the Good or Evil it had done, 
muſt raiſe Joy or Horror in it; ſo thoſe good or 
ill Diſpoſitions accompanying the departed Souls, 
they muſt either riſe up to a higher Perfection, 
or ſink to a more depraved, and miſerable State. 
An this Life, variety of Affairs and Objects dada 
much cool and divert our Minds; and are on the 
2 Hand often great Temptations to the Good, 
and give the Bad ſome. eaſe in their Trouble; 


Darkneſs that moſt follow that. | Theſe ſeemed 


bot in a State wherein the Soul ſhall be ſeparated» 
from ſenſible Things, and employed in a more 
quick and ſublime Way of Operation, this muſt 
| very much exalt the Joys and Improvements of: 
the Good, and as much heighten the Horror and; .. 


| Rage of the Wicked. 80 that it- ſcemed a vain 
Thing to pretend to believe a Suprezm Being, 
that is wiſe and good as well as great, and not 
to think a Diſcrimination will be made between 
the Good and Bad, which, it is manifeſt, is not 
fully done in this Life. 

As ſor the Government of the World, if we 
believe the Supream Power made it, there i is no 
Reaſon to think he does not govern it: For all 
that we can fancy againſt it, is the Diſtraction 
which that infinite variety of ſecond Cauſes, and 
che Care of their Concernments, mult give to the 
firſt, if it inſpe&s them all. But as among Men, 
thoſe of weaker Capacities are 'wholly taken up 
with ſome one Thiug, whereas thoſe of more en- 
larged Power, can, without Diſtraction, have 
many Things within their Care, as the Eye can 
at one view receive a great Variety of Objects, in 
that narrow Compaſs, without Confuſion; ſo if 
we conceive the divine Underſtanding to be as 
far above ours, as his Power of creating and fram- 
ing the whole Univerſe, is above our limited Ae- 


tivity; we will no more think the Government 


As for worſhipping him, if we imagine our 


ſo.the end of religious Worſhip either public or; 
private, is to make the Apprehenſions of God have 
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- of che World 2 Diſtraction to him: And if we 
have once overcome this Prejudice, we ſhall be 
- Teady to acknowledge 2 Providence direding 


all Aff airs 5 a Care well becomin 8 che great Crea- 


Worſhip is a Thing that adds to his Happineſs, 
or gives him ſuch a fond Pleaſure as weak People. 
have to hear themſelves commended ; or that 


our repeated Addreſſes do overcome him through 
our mere Importunity, we have certainly very 
unworthy Thoughts of him. The true Ends of 


Worſhip come within another Conſideration: 


Which i is this, a Man is never entirely reformed, 


tin a new Principle govern his Thoughts: No- 


; thing makes that Principle ſo ſtrong, as deep and 


frequent Meditations of God; whoſe Nature 


though i it be far above our r yet 
is « Goodneſs and Wiſdom are ſuch Perfectious as 


fall within our Imagination: And be that thinks. 


often of God, and conſiders him as governing the 


World, and as ever obſerving all his Adions, 
will feel a very ſenlible effect of ſuch Meditations,. 
as they grow more lively and frequent with him; 


a deeper Root, and a ſtronger Influence on us. 
The frequent Aaturps of theſe are Ld ; Leſt 


the divine Eſſence... 


a) 


if ve allow of too long Interyals between them, 


theſe Impreſſions may grow feebler, and other 


5 suggeſſions may come in their Room: And the 
Returns of Prayer are not to be conſidered as Fa- | 
vours extorted by meer Importunity, but as Re- 


wards conferred on Men fo vell diſpoſed, and pre · 


pared for them: According to the promiſes that 


God has mad: for anſwering our Prayers, there. 


by to engage and nuuriſh a de vout Temper i in us, 


which. is the, chief Root of all true Holineſs and 


Ir is true, we - cannct haze fwitable Notions-of 


8 we have no Jolt 4 
dea of any Eſſence whatſoever : : Since we common- 


5 ly conſider all Things, either by their outward 


Figure, or by their Pfkects. And from thence make | 
Inferences what their Nature muſt be. So though 
we cannot frame any perfect Image i in our Minds 

of the Divinity, yet we, may from the. Diſcoveries : 


God has made of bimſelf, form ſuch conceptions 


of bim, as may poſſeſs our Minds with great Re- 


| verence for him, and beget in us ſuch a Love of 


thoſe, Perfections as to engage us to imitate chem. 


For when we ſay: we love God ; the Meaning is, 


welove that Being that is Holy, Jul, Good, Wiſe; 


andinfinitely Perfect: andloving theſe Attributes 


an that Object, will certainly carry us to deſire 
them i in ourſelves. For whatever we : love in an- 
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. 
eder, we bathrally, acedrding tb the Degree of 
our Love, 'endeavoiir”t6 feſemble it. Ih funky 

the loving and worſhipping God, though they are 
juſt and reaſonable Returns and Expreſſions of the 


Senſe we have of his Goodneſs to us; yer they ars 
exacted of i us Hot Ar ir as a 2 Tribute to Smet ou 


| Wa, which is the chief End of poreand . 
141 filed Religion. "i: 
Itrr ſome men, have at ſeveral-Times, bound 6 out 
1 Inventions to corrupt this, and cheat the World; 
1 ——_ nothing but-what occurs, in every SortofEm. 
pPleyment, to which Men betake theinfelves. Mann- 
E tebank;- corrupt Phyſick ;- Petty-foggers have en= 
"4 tangled the Matters of Property, and all Profeſſi- 
dns have been vitiated by the Knaveries of a —_— 
berof their Calling. 
"Wirth. all theſe Diſcourſes he wits whe equally. 
fatisfied.” He ſeemed convinced that the Tmpreſ.. 
Kon of God being much in Men's Minds, would 
95 be a Powerful Means to reform the World; and 
did not ſeem determined againſt, Providence: but- 
for t the next state, he thought it more likely that: 
the Soul began anew and that her Senſe of whit: 
the had done in this Body, tying i in the Figures 
that : are made i in the Brain, as ſoon as ſhe dillodyg- 
eq, all theſe periſhed, and that the Soul went intb 
IJ bwe other state to begin anew ' Courſe,” Burk 
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Kail on tie Hrud That this was at beſt a Con- 
jecture, raiſed in him by his Fancy: For he could 
give no Reafor to prove it true: nor was all the 
| Remembrance our Souls had of: paſt Phings ſeat- 
ad n ſome material Figures lodged in the Brain: 
though ĩt could not be denied but a great deal 
of it: lay in the Brain. That we have many ab- 
ſtracted Notons and Ideas of immaterial Things 
hich depend not on bodily Figures: Some Sins, 
1 uch as Fal ſhood, and ill Nature were ſeated in: 
; ttke Mind, as Luſt and Appetite were in the Body: 
* Antl as the whole Body was · the Receptacle of tbe 
ol © .Sodl; and the Eyes and Kars were the Organs of 


* 
* Seeing and Hearing, ſo was the Brain the eat of 
HE Memory: Yet-the Power and Faculty of Memory, 
as well as of Seeigg and Hearing. lay in the Mind: 
ud ſo-1t was no inconceivable I hing that either 
I Ithe Soul by its- own Strength, or by the Means 
2 -6f fottie ſubtiler Ograns, which might be fitted 
id far id in another. State, ſhould ſtill remember as 
1 Well as, think. But indeed we know ſo little of 
ut the Nature of our Souls, that jt i is vain Thing 
lar : 
fat. 
tes. 


for us to-raiſe an Hypotheſis out of the Con 1jectures. 
we have about it, or to reject one, becauſe of ſome. 

-Difficultics that occur to us; fince. it is as. hard 
7 to underſtand how we remember Things now, 
nt a how. we ſhall do j it in another State; 8 we 
ca. | = | 


« _..-. 
- furewe do it . ard n we * be dea 
"when we doit, * 
pl WEA l preſſed kim with a * that 
1 2 4 Ness Man felt, particularly as he drew near 
Death, and the Horrors of ill Men, eſpecially at 
that Time; he was willing to aſcribe it to the 
© Impreffions they had from their Education: but 
he often confeſſed, that whether the Buſineſs of 
' "Religion was true or not, he thought thoſe who = 
had the Perſwaſion of it, and lived fo that they 
| had Quiet i in their Conſeiences, and believed God 
governed the World; and acquieſeed in his Pro- 
vidence, and had the Hope of an endleſs Bleſſed- : 
neſs in another State, the happieſt Men in the 
World: And ſaid; He would give all that he was 
* Maſter of, to be under thoſe Perſwaſions, and to 
have the supports and Joys that muſt needs flow 
from them. I told him, the main Root of all 
| Eorruptions i in Men's Principles was their ill Life; 
© which, as it darkened their Minds and diſabled 
them from diſcerning better Things; ſo it made 
ĩt neceſſary for them to ſeek out ſuch Opinions 
as might give them Eaſe from thoſe Clamours, 
that would otherwiſe have been raiſed within 
them: He did not deny but that after the doing 
of ſome Things, he felt great and ſevere Chal- 
: lenges within himſelf; But he ſaid, He felt not 
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theſe after ſome others, which I would perhaps 
call far greater Sins than thoſe that affected him 


more ſenſibly. This, L ſaid, might flow from the 


Diſorders he had caſt himſelf into, which had 
corrupted his judgment and vitiated his Taſte 

of Things; and by his long Continuance in, and 
frequent repeating of ſome Immoralities, he had 


made them ſo familiar to him, that they were 
become as it were natural: And then it was no 
Wonder if he had not fo exact a Senſe of What 


was good or evil, as a feveriſh Man cannot . 
of Taſtes, | | | | 
H did FOOTE" the whale ris Toby * Re- 


gion, if believed, was a greater Foundation of, 
- Quiet than any other Things whatſoever : for all 


the Quiet he had in his Mind, was, That he could 
not think ſo good a Being as the Deity would 
make him miſerable. I aſked if when by the ill 


Courſe of his Life, he had brought fo many Dus < 


eaſes on his Body, he could blame: God for it, or 
expect that he ſhould deliver him from them by 
a Miracle, He confeſſed there was no Reaſon for: 


that: I then urged, that if Sin ſhould caſt the 


Agonies, which being ſeated in a Being not ſub. 


jet to Death, muſt lait-;or ever, unleſs ſome mi- 


raculous Power e could he accuſe Gus 
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for that which was the Bc oF tis own Cheice 
and it Life > N 


Hs faid, They were dappy velieved: b. 
5 It was not in every Man's Power, | | 


Any upon this we diſcourſed long about l- 
vealed Religion. He ſaid, He did not underſtand 
that Buſineſt of Inſpiration. He believed. the 
Penmen of the Scriptures had Heats and Honeſty, 
and fo Writ; but could not comprehend how God. 
ſhould reveal his Secrets to Mankind Why was 
not Man made a Creature more difpoſed for Re- 
ligion, and better illuminated? He could not ap- 
prehend how there ſhould be any Corruption in 

the Nature of Man, or a Lapſe derived from 4 - 
dam. God's communicating his Mind to one Man, 
was the putting it in his Power to cheat the 
World; for Propheſies and Miracles, the World. 
had been always full of ſtrange Stories ; for the. 
Boldneſs and Cunning of Contrivers meeting with: 
the Simplicity and Credulity ofthe People, Things 
- were eaſily received; and being once received, 
paſſed down without Contradiction. The In- 
. coherences of Style in the Scriptures, the od 
Tranſitions, the feeming Contradiſtions, chiefly 
about the Order of Time, the Cruelties enjoined 
the {ſraelites in deſtroying che Canaanites, Cir- 
cumeiſion, and many other Rites of the Jeuiſh 
Worſbip, ſeemed to him unſuitable to the Pixine 


TS: £ 
nature: Ind the firſt three S of Gene- 
N. he thought could got be true, ual 8 s they: were 
Parables, This was the $ Subſtance of what he 
excepted. to Revealed. Religion i in gen eral 0 e 
dhe old Teſtament in particular. 
1 answERrRD t to all this, . That beſering © = 
Thing: upon (the 8 *. 


ther Circumltances, was ; not only, a 
Thing, but it was the Hing on w ich all the | 
Government and Juſtice in the World | depended: 
Ace  gll Courts of Juſtice proceed upon the Evie | 
dence given by Witneſſes ; for the Vie of Wrir- 
ing is but a Thing more lately brought ' into · the 
World. 80 chen, if the Credibility of the Thing, 
the Innocence and Difintereſtednefs of the Wit- 
neſſes, the Number of them, and the publickeſt 
Confirmations that could poſſibly be given, do 
concur to perſwade us of any Matter of FaR, it 
is a vain Thing to ſay, becauſe it is poſſible for 
ſo many Men to agree in a Lie, that therefore 
theſe have done it, In all other Things a Man 
gives his Ment when the Credibility is ſtrong on the 
one Side, and there appears nothing on the other 
Side to balance it. 80 ſuch Numbers agreeing in 
their Teſtimony to-zhoſe Miracles ; for Inſtance, 
1. gur Savigur's 3 Lazarus * of the Graue 
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the fourth Day after he was buried; TRE 
riſing again after he was certainly dead; If there 
had been never ſo many Impoltures in che World, 
no Man can with reaſonable Colour pretend this 
was one. We firid both dy dhe Jewiſh and 2 
man writers that lived in that Time, "that 
Saviour was crucified; and that all his Sikciptes 
and Followers believed certainly that he roſe a- . 
| Zain. They believed this upon the Teſtimody | 
of the Apalites, and of many hundreds who faw | 
it, and died confirming it: They went about 
to perſwade the World of i it, with great Zeal, 
tho” they knew they were to get nothing by it, F 
but Reproach and Sufferings; ; and by many | 
Wonders which they wrought, they confirmed 
| | their Teſtimony. Now to avoid al this, by ſay- 

ing it is pollible this might be a Contrivance, and 
to give no preſumption to make it 10 much as 
2 that it was ſo, ĩs in plain Engliſh to ſay. 
We are reſolved, let the Evidence be * it will; 


we will not believe ai. 59605 t 
H ſaid. If a Man ſays he cannot * 0 | 


Help is there? for he was not Maſter of his own 
—— and believing was at higheſt, but a pro- 
bable Opinion. To this'I anſwered, That, if a 
Man will let a wanton: Conceit poſſeſs his Fancy 
aàgainſt theſe Things, and never conſider the Evi- 

dence for Religion on the other Hand, but reje& 


it upon a flight View of it; he ought ndt to abe 


TW) 


cannot, but he will not believe: And while a Man 
lives am ill Courſe of Life, he is not fitly qualifi- 


| | <d toexamine'the Matter aright. Let him grow 
_ calm and virtnous,” and, pon due Applicativn, 
examine Things fairly, and then let him pro: 


nounce according to his Conſcience, if to take it 


as iss loweſt; the'Reaſonson the dne Hand are not 
' |. much ſtronger than they are on the other. For 


I found he was ſo poſſe fled with the general Con- 
eeit that a Mixture of Knaves and Fools had made 
all extraordinary Things be eaſily believed, that 


it carried him away to determine the Matter, with- 


out ſo much as looking on the hiſtorical Evidence 
For the Truth of Chriſtianity, which he had not 


5 enquired into, but had bent all his W. it and S: udy 
To the Support of the other Side. As for that, 


that believing is at beſt but an Opinion; ; it the 
Evidence be bur probable, it is ſo ; but, if i ir be 
ſuch that it cannot be queſtioned, it grows as cer⸗ 


tain as Knowledge: For we are no leſs certain, 


that there is a great Town called Conſtantinople, 
the Seat of the Ottoman Empire, than that there 
is another called London, We as little doabr, 


| that Queen Elizabeth once reigned, as that King 
Charles now reigns in England. So that believ- 


| ing may be as certain, and as little ſubje&ro, doubt, 
Ing, as ſeeing or knowing. 5 


{ 
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ders; the one is wrought. in, us by our compar- 
ing all the Eyidences of Matter vf Tad, for the 
Confirmation: of Renex/ed Religian: with the 

Prophefies in the Scriprare.; where Things were 
punctnally predicted, ſome. Ages before their Com · 
pletien ; not in dark and douhtful Words, utter · 
ed. like Oracles, which might bead to any Event: 
put in plain Terms, as the forctelling that Grus, 
by Name, ſhould ſend the Fems back from the 


The Hiſtory of the Syrian and Egy/tian Kings, 
_ ſo punctually foretold by Daniel, and the Pre: 
fliction of the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, with ma- 
vy Circumſtances relating to it, made by our sa 

yiour ; joining theſe to the excellent Rule 3 and 
Deſign of we Seripeare in Matters of Morality, i 
Is at leaſt as reaſonable to believe this as any 
' "hipg elſe in the World. Yet ſuch a believing 


this, is only a general Perſwafion in the Mind, 


Which has not chat Effect, till 2 Man applying 
himſelf to the Directions ſet down in the Scrip- 

tures (which upon ſuch Evidence cannot de deni- 
ed, to be as reaſonable, as for a Man to follow 
The Preſcriptipns of a learned Phyſician, and 


when the Rules are both good and eaſy, to ſub+ 


mit to them for the Recovering of his Health) 


Tura ce two Sorts of b2lieving divine Mat» 


* 


 Oaptivity, after the fixed period of ſeventy Years, 


and by following theſs, fiads a Power N 


Appexites. wy Paſſions, e * 
dove the Accidents of Life:; ant '{preads an in» 
ward Purity in his Heart, from which s ſerent 
and calm Joy-ariſe withia him: And good Men, 
dy the Efficacy theſe Methods have upon them 
and from the. Returns of their Prayers, and other 
Endeavours, grow. aſſured that theſe. Things are 
true, and anſwerable to the Promiſes they find regin 
: fred inScripturs, All this, he ſaid, might be Pancyy 
but to this I anſwered, That as it were unreaſo- 
| .Nable to tell a Mas that is abroad, and knows he 
is awake that perhaps he is in a Dream, and in | 
as ſore go about in their Sleep, ſo he may be 35 
lep ſtilt: ſo gaod agd religious Men know, the! 
athers, may bs abuſed by their Fapgics, thay 
they are under ng fuch Deception: and find 
that they are neither hot nor enthuſiaſtical, but 
under the Power of calm and clear. Principles. 
All this he ſaid he did not underſtand ; and that 
Nas: to aſſert or beg the Thing in * which 
the could not comprehend, = _ 
As for the poſſibility of Revelation, it Was 2 
wain thing to deny it: For as God gives us the 
*Senſe of ſeeing material Obje&s by our eyes, and 
opened in ſome a Capacity of apprehending high: 
and ſublime Things, of which other men ſecmeã 
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 witterlyiricapable: ſo it was a weak Aſſertion} FIN 
Tod cannot awaken a Power in fome Mens Minds, 
to apprehend and know ſome Things, in ſach 4a 
Manner, that others are not capable of it. This 
is not half ſo ineredible to us, a8 Sightis to a blind 
Man, who may yet be convinced there is a ſtrange 
Power of Seeing that governs Men, of which he 
finds himſelf deprived. As for the Capacity put 
into ſuch Mens Hands to deceive the .world, we 
are at the ſame time to conſider, that, beſides 
the Probity of their Tempers, it cannot be thought 
| but God can ſo forcibly bind up a man in ſome 

Things, that it ſhould not be in/his Power to de- 
liver them otherwiſe than as he gives him in 


- Commiſſion, Beſides, the Confirmation of Mira - 
eles are a divine Credential to warrant ſuch Per- 
ſons in what they deliver to the World, which 
cannot be imagined can be jointd to a Lie, ſince 
this were to put the Omnipotence of God to atteſt 
that which no honeſt Man will do. For the Bu- 
fneſs of the Fall of Man, and other things ot 
which we cannot Perhaps give ourſelves a perfect 
Account, we who cannot fathom the ſecrets of 
_ the Counſel of God, do very unreaſonably to take 
NH dn us to reject an excellent Syſtem of good and ho- 
IH I/ Rules, becauſe we cannot ſatisfy ourſelves about 
| foe Difficulties in them. Common Experience 
cells us, there is a great Diſorder iu our Natures, 


© Y | 
which is not eaſily rectified: All Philoſophers 


were ſenſible of it, and every man chat deſigns 
to govern himſelf by Reaſon, ſełls the Struggle 
between it and Nature: So that it is plain, there 
is a Lapſe of the high Powers of the Saul. 

Bur why, ſaid the, could not this be OS 


Pg ſome plain Rule given: but Men muſt come 
and ſhew a Trick to perſwade the World. they 
ſpeak to them in the Name. of God 7L anſwered, 
That religion being * Defign to recover: and ſave 


Mankind, was to be ſo opened as to awaken and 


-work upon all Sorts of People; and generally 
Men of a Simplicity of Mind, were thoſe that were 
the fitteſt Objects for God to ſhew his Favour to: 
therefore it was neceſſary, that Meflengers ſent 
from Heaven ſhould appear with ſuch alarming 
Evidences as might awaken the World, and 
- Prepare them by ſome aſtoniſhing Signs, toliſten 
to the Doctrine they; were to deliver. Philoſophy, 
that was only a Matter of fine Speculation, had 
few Votaries. 
it to bind the World to believe its Dictates, ſo 
they were only received by ſome of nobler and 
refined Natures, who could apply themſelves to, 
and delight | in ſuch Notions. But true Religion 
was to be built on a Foundation that fhould carry 
more weight on it, and to have ſuch Convicti- 
ons, as might not only reach theſe: who were al- 


And as there was no authority in 


%- 
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dy Mpoſedits receive them, but ronſe up foch 
as without great nd fenſible [Excitation would 
have other wiſe flept on in their ill Courſes. 
VU this and ſome ſuch: Oecaſions, 1 told 
him, L ſaw the il} Uſe he made of bis Wit, by 
hich he flurred the graveſt: Things with a fight 
Daſh of his Fancy; and the Pleaſure he found 
in ſuch wanton Expreſſions, as calling the doing 
of Miracles, The ſhe wing e a Trick, did really 
keep him from examining them, with that Care. 
which ſuch Phings required. * | 
Fos the Old Teſtament; we are ſo: e 15 
chat Time, we have fo little knowledge of tlie 
Language in which it was writ, have ſo ĩmperfect 
an Account of the Hiſtory of thoſe Ages, know 
nothing of their Cuſtoms, Forms of Speech, and 
the ſeveral Periods they might have, by whidbh 
"they reckoned their Time, tirat it is rather a Won» 
der we ſlibuld underſtand ſo much of it, cha that 
many Pa ſſages in it ſhould be ſo dark ta us. The. 
"chief Uſe it nas to us Chriſtians, is, that from. 
 Writmgs which the Zews:acknowledge to be di- 
vinely infpited, it is manifeſt - the He/igs was pro» 
miſed before the Deſtruction· of: their Temple; 
Which being done long ago, and theſe Propheſies 
agreeing to our Saviour, and to no other, here is 
a great Confirmation given to ehe Goſpel; But 
* in theſe-Books dould not de 
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iinderſivod by us, who live above 3000 Years af - 
ter the chief of them were written, it is WW n 
e Matter. N 
Fo chat of the Deſtruction of the ab 
by the Ifrueliter, it is to be confidered, that if God 
Bad ſent a Plague among them all, that could not 
Have been found Fault with. If then God had à 
Right to take away their Lives, without Injuſtice 
or Cruelty, he had à Right to appoint others to 
do it, as well as to execute it by a more immedi- 
ate Way: And the taking away People by the 
Sword, is a much gentler Way of dying, than to 
to be fmitten with a Plague or a Famiie. And for 
the Children that were innocent of their Father's. 
Faults, God could in another State make that up 
to them. 80 all the Difficulty is, Why were the 
Ifraolites commanded to execute a Thing of ſuch 
Barbarity? But this will not ſeem ſo hard, if we 
'confider that this was to be no Precedent: ſor fu - 
ture Times; fince they did. not do it but upon 
Tpecial- Warrant and Cotniniflion from Heaven, 
evidenc'd to all the World by ſueh mighty Mira- 
'cles as did plainly thew, chat they were particu - 
larly defign'd by God to de the'Executioners ef 
his- Juſtice, And God, by employing chem in o 
fevers a Service, intended to poſſeſs them with 
great Horror of — which was ee i 
o ertream a Manner, - : 


- 


_ hiſtorically true. 
hat Spirits can form Voices in the Air, for which 


I 
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Fer the Rites of their, Religion; we car ill 
judge of them except we perfectly underſſood 
the Idolatries round about them, to which we 
- find, they. were much inclined ; ſo they were to be 

bent by other Rites to an extream Averſion from 
them: And yet, by the pomp of many of their 
Ceremonies and Sacrifices, great Indulgences were 
given to a People naturally ſond of a viſible 
Splendor in religious Worſhip; . In all which, at © 
xe cannot deſcend to ſuch ſatisfactory Anſwers 
in every Particular, as a curious man would de- 


f Fre, it is no Wonder. The long Interval of Time, 
and other Accidents, have worn out thoſe Things 
which were neceſſary to give us a clearer Light 


into the Meaning of them. And ſor the Story of 


. the Creation, how far ſome Things in it may be 
parabolical, and how far hifforical, has been much 


diſputed: There is nothing i in it that may not be 
For, if it be ackhowledged 


we. have as good Authority as for any Thing in 
Hiſtory; then it is no Wonder that Eve, being 
ſo lately created, might be deceived, and think a 
Serpent _ to- ders. when the evil Spirit Famed 
dhe Voice. 5 
Bur in al theſe Things 1. told him he was in 
-the wrong: Way, when he examined the Buſineſs. 


Of Religion by ſome dark Parts of Seripture:;, 


11 il 
iood 


we | 


to be 
from 
their 


were 


;fible 


much 
ot be 
ded 
vhich 
ag in 
being 
zink a 


amed 


as in 
iſineſs 
ture:; 


wers 


| that haunted the greateſt part. 


generous and great as to ſupply the Neceſſities 
of the Poor, and to forgive Injuries. 


R | 
therefore I defired him to confider the whole Comes: 
texture of the Chriſtian Religion, the Rules it 


gives, and the Methods it preſeribes. Nothing can 
conduce more to the Peace, Order and Happineſs. 


of the World, than to be governed by its Rules. 


| Nothing, is more for the Intereſts of every Man, 
in particular: The Rules of Sobriety, Tempe- 


rance and Moderation, were the beſt ore ſer vera 
of Life, and, which was perhaps more, of Health. 


= Humility, Contempt of the "Vanities of the World 
and the being well employed, raiſes a Man's Mind 


to a Freedom from the Follies and Temptations 
Nothing was ſo 


Nothing 
raiſed and maintained a Man's Reputation fo 


much, as to be exadily juſt and merciful ; kind, 


charitable, and compaſſionate, Nothing opened 


the Powers, of a Man's Soul ſo much as a calm 
Temper, a ſerene Mind, free of Paſſion and Diſ- 
orders, Nothing made Societies, Families; and 
Neighbourhoods ſo happy, as when theſe Rules 


which the Goſpel preſcribes took place, of doing | 


as we would have others do to 1, and loving our 


Neighbours as curſelves. 


Tus Chriſtian Worſhip was alſo plain and 
fimple; ſuitable to ſo pure a Doctrine. The Cere- 7 
monies of it were few and ſignificant, as the Ad- 

| = | E ; BY: | | | 


1 . 
miſſion to it by a waſhing 'with Water; and the 
Memaxial of our Saviour's Death in Bread and 
Wine ; the Motives in it to perſwade to this Pu- 
rity were ſtrong : That God ſees us, and will 
- Judge us for all our Actions: That we ſhall be 
for ever happy or miſerable, as we paſs our Lives 
here: The Example of our Saviour's. Life, and 


the Expreſſions of his Love in dying for us, are 15 ; 
mighty Engagements to obey and imitate him, 


The plain Way of Expreſſion uſed by our Saviour. 
and his Apoſtles, ſhews there was no Artifice, 
Where there was ſomuch Simplicity uſed: There 
x 
| were no Secrets kept only among the Prieſts, but 
every Thing was open toall Chriſtians: The Re- 
wards of Holineſs are not entirely put over to ano- 
ther State, but good Men are ſpecially bleſt with 
Peace in their Conſciences, great Joy in the Con- 
fidence they have of the Love of God, and of ſee- 
_ Ing him ſor ever: and often a ſignal Courſe of 
£4 Bleflings follows them in their whole Lives: But, 
jf at other Times Calamities fell on them, theſe 
vVere ſo much mitigated by the Patience they 
were taught, and the inward Aſſiſtances with 
which they were furniſhed, that even thoſe . 
ſes were converted to Bleflings. 5 
I pes$1RED he would lay all theſe Things to- 


«gether, and ſee what he could except to them, to 
make him think chis was a Contrivance. Intereſt 


* J. 
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appears in all human Contrivances. Our Savions 
plainly had none. He avoided Applauſe, withdrew - 
himſelf from. the Offers of a Crown : He ſubmit - 
ted to Povertyand Reproach, andmnch Contradicti- ; 
on in his Life, and to a moit ignominious and 
painful Death. His Apoſtles had none neither; 

| they did not pretend either to Power or Wealt a, 


daut delivered a Doctrine that mult needs condemn 

I - them, if they ever made ſuch uſe of it: They X 

. declared th:ir Commiſſion fully, without Reſerves 

4 till other Times: They recorded their own 

Weaknefs : Some of them wrought with. thei 

s own Hands; and when they received the Chari- 

0 ties of their Converts, it was not ſo much to ſupply 

I their own Neceſſities, as to diſtribute to others: 

I They knew they were to ſuffer much for giving J 

i Their Teſtimonies to what tney had ſeen. and 

. | Heard; . in which ſo many, in a thing fo viſible, as 

f Chriſt's ReſurreQion and Aſcenſioa, and the EtFafi- 

E on of the Holy Ghoſt which he had promiſed could 

e po: be deceived: And they gave ſuch publick - 

y Confirmarions of it, by the wonders they them- 

h Jelves wrought,” that great Multitudes were con- 

. verted to a Doctrine, which, beſiles che Oppaſiti. 
on it gave to Luſt and Paſſion, was bora down 

=o arid,periccuted for 300 Years: and yet its Force 

38 was ſuch, that it ndt only weathered out all thoſe 

| * but even grew and ſpread "ly? under 
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Aa” Pliny, about threeſcore Years after, found 


their Numbers great, and their Lives an 


and even Lucian, àmidſt all his Raillery, gives a 


| High Teſtimony to their Charity and Contempt 
of Life, and the other Virtues of the Chriſtians ; 


which is likewiſe more than once dene by Malice 
itſelf, Julian the Apoſtate, | 
Ix a man will lay all this in one Balance, and 
eompare with it the few Exceptions. brought to 
it, he will ſoon find how ſtrong the one, and how 


| Night the other are: Therefore it was an impro- 
per Way to begin at ſome Cavils about ſome Paſ- 
ages in the New Teſtament, or the Old, and from 


thence to pre · poſſeſs one's Mind againſt the whole. 


The right Method had been firſt to confider the 
Whole Matter, and from ſo general a view, to 
deſcend to more particular Enquiries : Whereas 
they ſuffered their Minds to be foreſtalled with 
Prejudices ; ſa that they never examined the Mat- 

"way impartially. 


To the greateſt Part of this he ſeemed to 2 


| ſent, only he excepted to the Belief of Myſteries 
n the Chriſtian Religion ; which he thought no 
Man could do, ſince it is not in a Man's Power to 
believe that which he cannot comprehend, and of 

which he can have no Notion. The believing 


Myſteries, he ſaid, made way for all the Jugling 
of Prieſts, for they getting the People under them 


i 
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1 
in that Point, ſet out to the m what they pleaſed; 
and giving it a hard Name; and calling it a My-_ 
feery, the People were tamed, and eaſily believed 
it, The ceſtraining a Man from the Uſe: of Wo- 
men, except one in the way of Marriage, and de - 
nying the Remedy of Divorce, he thought unrea - 
ſonable Impoſitions on the Freedom of Mankind: 
And the Buſineſs of the Clergy, and their Main- 
tenance, with the Belief of ſome Authority and 
Power conveyed in their Orders, looked, as he 
thought, like a Piece of Contrivance: And why. 
{aid he, muſt a Man tell me, I cannot be ſaved, 
unleſs I believe Things againſt my Reaſon, and 
then that I muſt pay him for telling me of them? 
Theſe were all the Exceptions which at any time 
I heard from him to Chriſtianity. To which I 
made theſe Anſwers, 


For Myſteries it is plain, there] is in every Thing 3 


ſomewhat that is unaccountable; how Animals 
or Men are formed in their Mothers Bellies, how 
Seeds grow in the Earth, how the Soul d wells in 
the Body, and acts and moves it; how we retain . 
the Figures of ſo many Words or Things in our 
Memories, and how we draw them ont ſo eaſily 
and orderly in our Thoughts or Diſcourſes ? How 

sight and Hearing were ſo quick and diſtinct, how 
. we move, and how Bodies were compounded and 
united? : Theſe Things if we follow chem! into all 

23 > 


* 


LF” ) 
the Difficulties, that we may raife about them, 
will appear every whit as unaceountable as * 
Myſtery of Religion: and a blind or deaf Man 
would judge Sight or Hearing as incredible, as 
any Myſtery may be judged by us: For our Rea- 


8 5 ſon i is not equal to them. In the ſame Rank, dif- 
Ferent Degrees of Age or Capacity, raiſe ſome far 


| above others: So that Children cannot fathom 


. the Learning, nor weak Perfons the Counſels of 


more illuminated Minds: Therefore it was 20 
wonder if we could x not underſtand the Divine Eſ- 
ſence: We cannot imagine how two ſach diffe- 
rent Natures as a Soul and a Body ſhould fo unite 
together, and be mutually affected with one ano- 
thers Concerns, and how the Soul has one Prin- 
ciple of Reaſon, by which it adts intellectually, 
and another of Life by which it joins to the Body 
and acts vitally two Principles ſo widely differ - 
ing both in their Nature and Operation, and yet 
united in one and the ſame Perſon, There might 
be as many hard Arguments brought againſt the 

| poſũbility of theſe Things, which yet every one 
knows to be true, from ſpeculative Notions, as a- 
gainſt the Myſteries mentioned in the Scriptures, | 
As for that of the Trinity, That in one Eſſence 
there are three different Privciples of Operation, 
which, for want of Terms fit to expreſs them by, 


5 \, we call Perſons, and are called in Scripture, The 


ther Objection lies againſt them, but this, that 
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| Father, Son und Holy Ghoſt, and thay the ſecond 
ol theſe did unite himſetf in a moſt intimate Man- 

ner with the human Nature of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
that the Sufferings he underwent, were accepted 


of God as a Sacrifice for our Sins ; who thereup- 


on conferred on him a Power of granting eternal 
Life to all that ſubmit to the Terms on which he 
offers it; and that the Matter of which our Bo- 
dies once conſiſted, which may be as juſtly called 
the Bodies we lay down at our Deaths, as theſe 
can be ſaid to be the Bodies which we formerly 
nved in, being refined and made more foiritual, 


ſhall be re- united to our Souls, and become a fit ; 


Inſtrument for them in a more perfect Eſtate * 


And that God- inwardly bends and moves out 


Wills by ſuch Imprethong, a as he can make on our 
: nn and Minds. 


Tus, which are che chief Myſteries of our 
Religion, are neither ſo unreaſonable, that any o- 


they agree not with our cammon Notions, nor fo 
unaccountable, that ſomewhat like them, cannot 
be aſſigned in other Things, which are believed 


really to be, though the Manner of them cannot 
be apprehended. So this ought not to be any juſt 


ObjeAton to the Submiſſion of our Reaſon: to what 

we cannot ſo well conceive, provided our Belief 

- of it be well grounded. There have been tos 
| 14 


| 
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. many Niceties brought indeed, rather to auen | 
than explain theſe : They have been defended by 


weak Arguments, and illuſtrated by Similies not 
always fo very apt and pertinent; and new Sub- 
tilties have been added, which have rather per · 


plexed than cleared them, All this cannot be de- 


nied; che Oppoſition of Hereticks anciently, OC» 


cafioned too much Curiofity among the Fal bers: 
Which the School-men have wonderfully advan- 


ced of late Times. But if Myſteries were receiv- 


ed, rather in the Simplicity ig which they are de - 
livered in the Scriptures, than according to the 


Deſcantings of fanciful - Men upon them, they 
would not appear much more incredible, than ſome 
of the common Objects of Senſe and Preception. 
And it is a needleſs Fear, chat if ſome Myſteries 
are acknowledged, which are plainly mentioned 


in the New: Teflament; it will then be in the Pow - 


er of the. Prieſts to add more at their Pleaſuge. 


F or it is an abſurd Inference from our being bound 


A to aſſent to ſome Truths about the Divine Eſſence, 
of which the Manner is not underſtood, to argue 


that therefore in an Obje& preſented duly to our 


Senſes, ſuch as Bread and Vine, we ſhould be 


SEN bound to believe againſt their Teſtimony, that it 


is not what our Senſes perceive it to be, but the 


w hole Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt; an entire Body 
being in-every Crumb and Drop of it. It is nat 
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| tain; that no Myſtery is to be admitted, but upon 
very clear and expreſs Authorities from Scripture, 
| which could not reaſonably be underſtood in any 
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indeed i in a Man's Power to believe thus again} 


his Senſe and Reaſon, where the Object is propor- 


- tioned to them, and fitly applied, and the Organs 


are under no Indiſpofition or Diſorder, It is cer- 


other Senſe. * And though A Man cannot form an | 


| explicite Notion of a Myſtery, for chen it would 


be no longer a Myſtery, yet in general he may be- 


lieve a Thing to be, though he cannot give 16-00 
ſelf a particular Account of the Way of it: 


rather though be cannot anſwer ſome da 
which lie againſt it. We know we believe many 


ſuch in human Matters which are more within 
our reach: And it is very unreaſonable to ſay, 


we may not do it in divine Things which are 

much more above our Apprehenſions. | 

2 | For the ſevere Reſtraint of the Uſe of Women, 
it is hard to deny that Privilege to Feſus Chriſt as 


A Law-giver, to lay ſuch Reſtraints, as all inferi- 
or Legiſlators do; who when they find the Liber- 


ties cheir Subjects take, prove hurtful to them, ſet 
ſuch Limits, and make ſuch Regulations, as they 


judge neceſſary and expedient. It cannot be ſaid, 


but the Reſtraint of Appetite is neceſſary in ſome 


Inſtances: And if it is neceſſary in theſe, perhaps 


other R-firaints are no leſs neceſſary; to fortify 
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und 83 them. For if it be acknowledged that 
Nen have a Property in their Wives and Daugh- 
ters, ſo that to defile the one, or corrupt the o- 
ther, is an unjuſt and injurious Thing; it is cer · 
| tain, that except a Man catefully governs. his Ap» 
petites, he will break through theſe Reſtraints; 
And therefore, our Saviour knowing that nothing 
could ſo effectually deliver the World from the 


Miſchief of unreſtrained Appetite, as ſuch a Con- 


fine ment, might very reaſonably enjoin it. And 
in all ſuch Cafes, we are to balance the Inconvè · 
niences on both Hands, and where we find they 
are heavieſt, we are to acknowledge the. Equity 
of the Law. On the one Hand, there is no Pre- 
judice, but the Reſtraint of Appetite; On the o- 
ther, are the Miſchiefs of being given up to Plea» 
ſure, of running inordinately into it, of breaking 
the quiet ot our own Family at hom& and of o- 
thers abroad: The engaging into much Paſſion, 
the doing many falſe and impious Things to com- 
paſs what is deſired, the Waſte of Mens Eſtates, 
Time, and Health. Now let any Man judge whe- 
ther the Prejudices on this Side, are not greater, 
than that ſingle one of the other Side, of being 
denied ſome Pleaſure? For Polygany, it is but 
reaſonable, ſince Women are equally concerned in 
the Laws of Marriage, that they ſhould be conſi- 


dered as well as Men: but in a State of Polygamy, 
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| they are under great Miſery -and- Jealouſy, and 

are indeed barbarovſly uſed. Man being alſo cf 
a ſociable Natiire, Friendſhip and Converſe were 
among the primitive Intendments of Marriage, in 

E . Which as far as the Man may excel the Wife in 

i greatneſs of Mind, and height of Knowledge, the 


4 Wife ſome way makes that up with her Affection 
1 and tender Care: So that from both happily mix? 
” | ed, there ariſes a Harmony, which is to virtuous 
2 Minds one of the greateſt Joys of Life: But all 


this is gone in a State of Polzgamy, which occafis 
F ons perpetual Jarrings and Jealouſits. And the 


4 Variety does but engage Men to a freer Range of 

" | Pleafure, which is not to be put in the Balance 
4 with the far greater Miſchiefs that muſt follow the 
: other Courſe. S0 that it is plain, our Saviour con- 
5 j Eidered the Nature of Man, what it could bear 


and what was fit for it, when he ſo reſtrained us 
in theſe our Liberties, And for Divorſe, a Power 
to break that Bond would too much encourage 
married Perſons in the little quarrellings that may 
' riſe between them; if it were in their Power to 
-depart one from another. For when they know 
That cannot be, and that they muſt hve and die 
together, it does naturally incline them to lay 
down their Reſentments, and to endeavour to live 
as well together as they can. So the Law of the 
Goſpel being a Law of Love, deſigned. to engage 
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Cine to mutual Love; it was fit that all ſuch 


Proviſions ſhould be. made, as might advance and 


maintain it: And all ſuch Liberties be taken a- 
Way, as are apt to enkindle or foment Strife. This 


might fall in ſome Inſtances to be uneaſy and hard 
enough, but Laws conſider what falls out moſt 


commonly, and cannot provide for all particular 


| Caſes. The beſt Laws are in ſome Inſtances very 


great Grievances, But the Advantages being ba- 


lanced with the Inconveniencies; Meaſures are to 
be taken accordingly. Upon this whole Matter I 
ſaid, That Pleaſure ſtood in Oppoſition to other 


Conſiderations of great Weight, and ſo the Deci- 


ſion was eaſy, And ſince our Saviour offers ſo 


great Rewards it is. but reaſonable he have a Pri. 
vilege of loading theſe Promiſes with fuch Con- 
ditions, as are not in themſelves grateful to our 
natural Inclinations, for all that propoſe high Re- 
wards, have thereby a Right to exact difficult Per · 
— 


To this he ſaid, We are 8 the Terms are 


difficult, but are not ſo ſure of the Rewards, Up- 


on this I told him, That we have the ſame Aſſu - 
rance of the Rewards, that we have of the other 
Parts of the Chriſtian Religion. We have the 
Promiſes of God made to us by Chriſt, confirmed 
by many Miracles. We have the Earneſts of theſe, 
in the Quiet and Peace which follows a good Con- 


— 1 0 61 ) 
9 ſcience; and in the ReſurreQion of Him from the 
Dead, who hath promiſed to raiſe us up. So that 


% | the Reward is ſufficiently aſſured to vs: And there 

Us | is no Reaſon it ſhonld be given to us, before the 

d {| Conditions are performed, on which the Promiſes _ 
A are made. It is'but reaſonable that we ſhould - ' 
ir | truſt God, and do our Duty, in hopes of that eter> 


P-- nal Life which God who cannot lie, hath promiſed. 
| The Difficulties are not ſo great, as thoſe which 
| ſometimes the eommoneſt Concerns of Life bring 
upon us: The learning ſome Trades or Sciences, 
the governing our Health and r bring us 
often under as great Straits. So that it ought to 

de no juſt Prejudice, that there are ſome Things 
in Religion that are uneaſy, fince this is rather the 
Effect of out corrupt Natures, which are farther 
deprav'd by vicious Habits, and can hardly turn 
to any new Courſe of Life, without ſome Pain, 
than of the Dictates of Chriſtianity, which are in 
themſelves juſt and reaſonable, and will be eaſy 
to us when renew'd, and in a good Meaſure re- 
ſtor'd to our primitive Integrit r. Fi 
4s for the Exceptions he had to the Mainte- 
nance of the Clergy, and the Authority to which 
they pretended; if they ſtretched their Deſigns. * 
too far, the Goſpel did plainly reprove them for 
it: So that it was very ſuitable to that Church 
which was ſo groſly faulty this Way, to take the 
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devigtnres out of the Hands of the People, ſince 
they do ſo manifeſtly diſclaim all ſuch Pradices. 
The Prieſts of the true Chriſtiaw Religion have 
no Secrets among them, which the World mul; 
not know, bud are only an Order of Men dedica- 
ted to God, to attend on ſacred. Things, who 
ooght to be holy i in a more peculiar Manner, Gnce 
they are to handle the Things of God, It was 
neceſſary that ſuch Perſons ſhould bave a due E- 
Neem paid them, and a fit Maintenance appointed 
for them: That fo they might be pre ſerved from 


the Contempt that follows Poverty, and the Diſ- 


trac ions which the providing againlt it might o- 
ther wiſe involve them in: And as in the Order of 


the World, it was neceflary for the Support of 


Magiſtracy and Government, and for preſerviog 


its Eſteem, that ſome State be uſed (though it is 


a Happineſs when great Men have philoſophical 
Minds, to deſpiſe the Pageantry of it.) So the 
Plentiful Supply of the Clergy, if well uſed and 


Applied by them, will certainly turn to the Ad- a 
vantage of Religion. And if ſome Men either 


through Ambition or covetouſneſs uſed indirect 
Means, or ſervile Compliances to aſpire to ſuch 
Dignities, and being poſſeſſed of them, applied 
their Wealth either to Luxury or vain Pomp, or 


made great Fortunes out of it for their Families; 


5+ i 63 * 
theſe were perſonal Failings in which the : Dodtrins | 
of Chrilt was not concerned, | 


Hs upon that told me OY there was no- 


| thing that gave him, and many others, a morg 


ſecret Encouragement in their ill Ways, than, 
that thoſe who pretended to believe, lived ſo, that 
they could not be thought.to be in Earneſt whea 
they ſaid it: For he was lure Religion was either 
a meer Contrivance, or the moſt important Thing 

that could be: 80 that if he once believed, he 


would ſet himſelf in great Earneſt to live ſuitably 
to it. The Aſpirings that he had obſerved at 
Court, of ſome of the Clergy, with the ſervile 
Ways they took to attain to Preferment, and the 


Animoſities among thoſe of ſeveral Parties, about 
Trifles, made him often think they ſuſpected the 


Things were not true, which in their Sermons and 


Diſcourſes they ſo earneſtly recommended. Of this 


he had gathered many Inſtances; I knew ſome 


of them were Miſtakes and Calumnies; yet I could 

not deny but ſomething of them might be too 
true: And 1 publiſh this the more freely to put 
all that pretend to Religion, chiefly thoſe that are 
dedicated to holy Functions, in Mind of the great 
Obligation that lies on them to live ſuitably to 
their Profeſſion : Since otherwiſe a great deal of 
the Irreligion and Atheiſm that is ampng us, may 
too juſtly be charged on them: For wicked Men 
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are delighted out of Meaſure when they Abebeur 
ill Things in them, and conclude from thence 
not only that they are * but that Reli- 
gion itſelf is a Cheat. | 
Zur I faid to him upon this Head, that FOR 
no good Man could continue in the Practice of 


any known Sin, yet ſuch might, by the Violence | 


or Surpriſe of a Temptation, to which they are 
Iiable as much as others, be of a ſudden overcome 


to do an ill Thing, to their great Grief all their 
Life after. And then it was a very unjuſt Infer- 


ence, upon ſome few Failings, to conciude that 
fuch Men do not believe themſelves, But how 
bad ſoever many are, it cannot be denied but 
there are alſo many both of the Clergy and Lai- 
ty, who give great and real Demonſtrations of the 


Power Religion has over them ; in their Contempt 
of the World, the Strictneſs of their Lives, their 
Readineſs to forgive. Injuries, to relieve the Poor, 


and to do good on all Occaſions; and yet even 


theſe may have their Failings, either in fuch Things 
wherein their Conſtitutions are weak, or their 


Temptations ſtrong and ſudden: And in all ſuck 
Caſes we are to judge of Men, rather by the Courſe 
of their Lives, than by the Errors, that they 
throu gh Infirmity or Surprize may have ſlipt into. 


THEs$E were the chief Heads we diſcourſed ons 


and as far as I can remember, I have faithfully 
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repeated the Subſtance of our Arguments! 2.1 have 


not concealed the ſtrongeſt Things he ſaid to me, 
but though I have not enlarged on all the Excur- 
ſions of his Wit in ſetting them off, yet I have 


given them. their full Strength, as he expreſſed 


them; and as far as I could recollect, have uſed 


his own Words: So that I am afraid ſome may | 
cenſure me for ſetting down theſe Things ſolarge- 
ly, which impious Men may make an ill uſe of, 
and gather together to encourage and defend 
themſelves i m their Vices: But if they will com- 
pare them with the Anſwers made to them, and 


the Senſe that ſo great and refined a Wit had of 


them afterwards, I hope they may through the 

Bleſſing of God be not altogether ineffefual, 
Tun Iſſue of all our Diſcourſes was this, he 

told me, He faw Vice and Impiety were as con · 


trary to Human Society, as wild Beaſts let looſe 


would be; and therefore he firmly reſolved to 
change the whole Method-of his Life : to become 
Rrialy juſt and true, to be chaſte and recuperate, 
to forbear Swearing and Irreligious Diſcourſe, jo 
worſhip and pray to his Maker : And that though 
he was not arrived at a full Perſwaſion of Chriſti- 
anity, he would never employ his Wit more to 
runit down, or to corrupt others. IE 

or which I have ſince a further Aforance, 
from q Perſon of Quality, who converſed much 

F 
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Aut hs” the laſt Year of his Life: ; 'S whom K 
would often ſay, That he was happy, if he did | 
believe, and that he would never endeavour to 
draw bim from it. | 
| To all this I anſwered, That a virtuous Life 
would be very uneaſy to him, unleſs vicious incli- 
nations were removed: It would otherwiſe be a 
perpetual Conſtraint, Nor could it be effeded- | 
' without an inward Principle to change him; and 
that was only to be had by applying himſelf to God 
for it in frequent and earneſt Prayers: And I'was- 
Lure if his Mind were once cleared of theſe Diſor- 
ders and cured of thoſe Diſtempers, which Vice 
. on it, ſo great an Underſtanding would 
oon ſee through all thoſe Slights of Wit, that do 
feed Atheiſm and Irreligion ; which have a falſe 
littering in them, that dazzle ſome weak- ſiglited 
Minds, who have not Capacity enough to pene- + 
trate further than the Surfaces of Things; and 
ſo they ſlick in theſe Toils, which the Strength of 
| his Mind would ſoon break through, if it were 
once freed from thoſe Things that depreſſed and 
darkened! = 

AT this Paſs he was when he went from London, 
about the Beginning of April. He had not been 
long in the Country when he thought be was ſo 
well, that being to go to his Eſtate in Somerſetſhire 
hne rod. thither Poſt, T his Heat and violent Mo- 


—_ = LES 


Body he ſuffered extream Pain for ſome;Weeks, 
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Hloni'did-f5 inflame-an Vicer, that way in his Blad- | 


der, that it raiſed a very great Pain in thoſe Parts: 
Yet he with much Difficulty came back by Coach 
to the Lodge at Mood ſtoci· Park, He was then 
wounted both in Body and Mind: He underſtood 
Phyſick and his own Conſtitution and Diſtemper | 
ſo well, that he toficluded he could hardly reco- 
ver: For the Ulcer broke, and vaſt Quantities of 
purulent Matter paſt with his Urine. But gow 
the Hand of God touched him, and as he told me, 


It was not only à general dark Melancholy. over 
his Mind, ſuch as he had formerly felt; but a moſt 


Penetrating cutting Sorrow: So that tho' in his 


yet the Agonies of his Mind ſometimes fwatlowed 
up the Sehſe of what he felt in his Body, He told 
me, and gave it me in Charge, to tell it to one 
for h Om he was much concerned, That though 

there were nothing to come after this, Life, yet 
all the Pleaſures he had ever known in Sin, were 


not worth that Torture he had felt in his Mind. 


He confidered he had nat only neglected and diſ- 


boncured, but had openly defied his Maker, and 


bad drawn many others into the like Impieties : 
So that he looked on himſelf as one that was in 
great Danger of being damn'd. He then ſet him · 
elf wliclly to turn to God unfei znedly, and to do 
Alt that was poſſible in that little Remainder of 
F2 


| his Life eb FM to redeenr thoſe 
great Portions, of it, that he had formerly ſo ill | 


employed. The Miniſter that attended conſtant- 
1y on him, was that good and worthy Man Mr. 
- Parſons, his Mother's Chaplain, who hath fince 
his Death preached, according to the Directions 
he received from him, his Funeral Sermon: in 
which there are fo many remarkable Paſſages, that 
1 ſhall refer my Reader to them, and will repeat 
none of them here, chat I may not thereby leſſen 
dis Defire to edify himſelf by that excellent Dif- 
-epurſe, whieh has given ſo great and fo general a 
Satisfaction to all good and judicious Readers. I 
hall ſpeak carſorily of every Thing, but that 
which I had immediately from himſelf. He was 
viſited every. Week of his Sickneſs by his Dioce- 
fan, that truly Primitive Prelate, the Lord Biſhop 
of Oxford; who tho? he lived fix Miles from him, 
yet looked on this as fo important a Piece of his 
Paſtoral Care, that he went often to him, and 
treated him with that decent Plainneſs and Free- 
'dom which is ſo natural to him; and took Care 
-alfo that he might not on Terms more eaſy than 
ſafe, be at Peace with himſelf. Dr. Marſhall the 
Learned and Worthy Rector of Lincoln College 
in Oxford, being the Miniſter of the Pariſh, was al- 
fo frequently with him : And by theſe Helps he 


Vas fo direfied and ſupported, that be might nat 
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chen wrought on him, hath upon ſecond Thoughts 
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& ihe one Hand ſatisfy himſelf with too ſupert - 


| cial a Repentance, nor on the other Hand be out 


of Meaſure oppreſſed with a Sorrow without Hope. 
As ſoon as I heard he was ill, but yet in ſuch a 
Condition that I might write to him, I wrote 2 
Letter to the beſt Purpoſe I could. He ordered 
one that was- then with him, to affure me it was 


very welcome to him: But not ſatisſied with chat, 


he ſent me an Anſwer, which, as the Cougteſs of 
Rocheſter his Mother told me, he dictated every 
Word, and then Agned it. I was once unwilling 


to have publiſhed it, becauſe of a Compliment in 
- it to myſelf, far above my Merit, and not very 


well ſuiting with his Condition. 
- Bur the Senſe he expreſſes in it of che change 


prevaibd with me to publiſh it, leaving out What 
Concerns * 


 Woodftach-Park, 
June 25. 1680. Oxfordlhice, 


AX 


My 128 honoured Dr. Bvznart, 


_ Mr Spirits and Body decay fo 3 toge- 
* ther, that i ſhall write Jou a Letter as weak as 
«:] am in Perſon. 4 begin to-value Church-men 


i above all Men in the World, &c.. If God be 


4 dnt 1 ſpare me longer in this World, 1 


F 3 


: .-"M much T Tabhar what I ſo long Joved, and how 
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40 Wange your:Conyerſarion dad exnited-to thas, | 
<* Degree of Picty; chat the: world may fee how . 


much I'gfory-in/Repentance, and in God's ser. 
vice. Beſtow your Prayers upon me, that Gab |} 
< wauld. ſpare me (if it be his good i) to nem 
a true Repentance and Amendment of Life ſor 
eg the Time to come: Or elſe if the Lord plea- 
4 ſethgo put an End to my worldly Being now, 
' 4 that he would mercifylly accept of my. Death= 
bed Repentance, and perform that Promiſe that 
he hath been. pleaſed to wake, That at what, 
FT ime ſoever a,St inner doth repent, he wil [ receive, 
„ m. nt up theſe Prayers, Moſt dear Doctor, 
to Almighty God for your * obedient * 
n, r 5 


Rees HES ITY 


Mi told me 5 I ſaw we That he hoped 
«A, would come to him upon that general Inſinu- 
ation of the Defire he had of m Company 3 ; and 
he was loth to write more plainly, not knowing 
whether I could eaſily ſpare ſo much Time. x s | 
told him, That on che other Hand, I loeked on 
it as a Preſumption to come ſo far, when he was 
| in ſuch excellent Hands; aud tho! perhaps the 
Freedom formerly between us, might have excuſe. 
dd it with thoſe to whom it t wa known ; yet. =: 


Blas i i, 
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might have the Appearanee of ſo much Vegitye 


| meddle with him, did not care to ſee. him, This 
Miltake laſted ſome Hours, with which 4 was the * 
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to ſuch as were Strangers. to it; ſo that till I re- 


ceived. his Letter, I did not thigk it convenient to 
come to him: And chen not hearing that there 


| was Any Danger of A ſudden Change, L 4 elay ol X 
4 going to him till the Twentieth of July. Atmy 


coming to his Houſe an Accident fell out not 
worth mentioning, but that ſome have made 2 


Story ot it. His Servant, being a Frenchman, care - 


ried up my Name wrong, ſo that he miſtook it 
for another, who, had ſent to him, that he would 
undertake his Cure, aud he being reſolved not to 


better contented, becauſe he was not then in 
ſuch A Condition, | that my being about him could 

have been of any uſe to him : for that Night was 
like to have been his laſt. He had a convutſion 


Fit, and raved ; but Opiates being given him, 
after ſome hours Reſt, his Raving left him, ſo en 


tirely,. thar i it never again returned to him, _ 
| I canxoTt. ealily expreſs the Tranſport he was 
in, when he awoke and ſaw me by him: He 


broke out in the tendereſt Expreſſions concerning 
my Kindneſs in coming fo far to ſee ſuch a one, 


uſing Terms of great Abhorrence concerning him- 
ſelf, which I forbear to relate. He told me, ag 


his Strength ſerved him at. ſeveral Snatches, for 
"2 
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de was Ie ſo low, that he could not hold up pic. 
courſe long at once, what Senſe he had of his 
paſt Life; what ſad Apprehenfion for having ſo 


9 offended his Mater, and diſkonoured his Redeem- 


er; what Horrors he had gone throogh, and 
| how much his Mind was turned to call on God, 
and on his crucified Saviour: So that he hoped 
Rue ſhould obtain Mercy, for he believed he had 
ſuncerely repented; and had now à Calm in his 
Mind after that Storm that he had been in for 
ſome Weeks. He had ſtrong Apprehenſions and 
Perſwaſions of his Admittance to Heaven; of 
| Which he ſpake once not without ſome extraordi- 
_ nary Emotion. It was indeed the only Time 
that he ſpake with any great Warmth to me: For 


his Spirits were then dow, and fo far ſpent, that 


tho' thoſe about him told me, He had expreſſed 
formerly great Fervour in his Devotions; yet 
Nature was ſo much ſunk, that theſe were in a 
great Meaſure fallen off. But he made me pray 
often with him; and ſpoke of his Converſion to 
| God as a Thing now grown up in him to a ſettled 
. and calm Serenity. He was very anxious to know 


my Opinion of a death bed Repentance. I told 


| him, That before I gare any Reſolution in that, 
it would be convenient that I ſhould be acquaint 


ed more particularly with the Circumſtances and 
| Progreſs of his Repentanes. 


— 
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v ron this he ſatisfied me in many particular} 


He faid, He was now perſwaded both of the 


Truth of Chriſtianity, and ofthe Power of inward. 


Grace, of which he gave me this ſtrange Account, 
He ſaid, Mr. Parfons, in order to his Conviction, 
read to him the 53 Chapter of the Propheſy of 
| {ſaiah, and compared that with the Hiſtory of 
our Saviour's Paffion, that he might there fee a 
Propheſy cencerning it, written many Ages be- 
fore i it was done; which the Jeu that blaſphem- 
ed Jeſus Chriſt il kept in their Hands, as a Book 
. divinely inſpired, He ſaid to me, That ar be beard 


it read, be felt an inward Force upon him, which 


did fo enlighten bir Mind, and convince him, that 
be could refift it no longer: For the Words had an 
Authority which did ſhoot like Rays or Beams in 
| bis Mind; fo that bewas mt noly convinced by the 
.  Reaſonings he had about it, which ſatisfied his Un- 
derſtanding, but by a Power which did ſo effetually 
conſtrain him, that le did ever after as firmly be- 
 Tieve in his Saviour, as if he had ſeen him in the 
Clouds . He had made it be read ſo oftento him, 
that he had gotit by Heart ; and went through a 


great Part of it in Diſcourſe with me, with a Sort 


of heavenly Pleaſure, giving me his Reflections on 
it. Some few I remember, ver. 1. Who bath be. 
lizved our Report ? Here, he ſaid, was foretold 
the Oppoſition the Goſpel was to meet with 


\ 
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Adem ſuch Wretches as he Was ver. 2. He 
hath no Form nor Comelingſi, and ben we ſhall 


e bin, there it ne Beauty that we ſhould deſire 


- bim. On this he ſaid, The Meanneſs of hig 
*« Appearance and Parſon has made vain and fool- 
wr 1h People.diſparage him, becauſe he came not 


in ſuch à Fools - coat as they delight in.“ 
What he ſaid on the other Parts LI donot well re- 


member: And indeed I was ſo affected with what 
he ſaid then to me, that the general Tranſport l 
Was under during the whole Diſcourſe, made me 


B. had done. 


L 


Tears miſled in the Communion of the Church 
- of. Reme; and he himſelf had been not a little 
L inſtrumental i in procuring. it, as he freely acknow · 


J hings that befel him in his Sickneſs, that he had 
: great a Hand: And during his whole Sickneſs, he 


- expreſſed ſo much Tenderneſs and true Kindneſs 
to his Lady, that as it eaſily defaced, the Re- 
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less eapable to remember theſe Particulars, as I | 
H told me, That he bad wwereupos received 
n the Sacrament witlt great Satisfaction, and that 


Nas increaſed by the Pleaſure he had in his Lady s 
Teceiving it with him, who had been for ſome - 


- Jedged. So that it was one of the joyſolleſt ; 


ſeen that Miſchief removed, in which he had ſe | 


membrence of every Thing wherein he had been 
en formerly, ſo it * from her the mol ; 
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paſſionate Care Concern. for him that-way | , 
1 paſſwle 5 which indeed deſerves a higher Charac- 
ter than is decent ta give of a Perſon yet alive. 
But 1 ſhall gonfine my Diicaurſe to the Dead. 
H told me, He had overcome all his Reſent« 
ments to all the World; ſo. that he bore, IIl · will. 
o no Perſon, nor hated any, upon perſonal Ag= 
counts. He had given a true State ↄf his. Debts, 
and had ordered. to pay them all, as. far as his 
5 Eſtate chat WAS. not. ſettled, yould go: And was 
conſident, chat if all that was owing to him were 
; paid to his Executors, his Creditors wguld be all. 
Latisfied. He ſaid, He found his Mind now poſe 
' felled with another. Senſe of Thin ge, than ever 
he had formerly. He did not repine under all 
His Pain, and i in one of the ſharpeſt Fits he was 
5 under while 1 was with him, he ſaid, He did will, 
ingly fubmit ; and looking up to Heaven, he ſaid, 
God's holy M. ill be done; 4 bleſs him for. all he. does 
to me, He profeſſed he was contented. either ta 
die or live, as ſhould. pleaſe God: And tho? it was 
a fooliſh Thing for a Man to pretend to chooſe, 
whether he would die or live, yet he wiſhed ra - 
ther to die. He knew he could never be ſo well, 
that Life ſhould be comfortable to him. He was 
confident he ſhould be bappy if he died, but he 
feared if he lived he might relapſe: And then, 
_ aid. he to me, 15 what Gonditicn Sali 1 be, * 
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 Trelapfe after all thir ? But he ſaid, he truſted 
in the Grace and Goodneſs of God, and was reſolv - 
<d to avoid all theſe Temptations, that Courſe of 
Life, and Company, that was likely 10 inſnare him: 
And be deſired to live on no other Account, but 


that he might by the Change of his Manners ſome | 


| Way take off the high Scandal his former Behaviour . 
lad given. All theſe Things at ſeveral Times 
had from him, beſides fome Meſſages, which 
very well became a dying Penitent, to ſome of 
his former Friends, and a Charge to publiſh any 
Thing concerning him, that might be a Mean 
to reclaim others; praying God, that as bis Life 
had done much H . 1 his Ons * do ſome 
Coed, . | | 
Hv ix underſtood all theſe Things from kind, 
and being preſſed to give him my Opinion plain- 
ly. about his eternal State, I told him, that tho“ 
the- Promiſes of the Goſpel did all depend upon 
a real Change of Heart and Life, as the indiſ- 
penſable Condition upon w hich they were made; 
and that it was ſcaree poſſible to know certainly 
whether our Hearts are changed, unleſs it ap- 
peared in our Lives; acd the Repentance of moſt 
dying Men, being like the Howlings of condemn 
ed Priſoners for Pardon, which. Rowed from no. 
Senſe: of their Crimes, but ſrom the Horror of 


approaching Death; there was little Reaſon to 


+ T-W | 
encourage any to hope much from ſuch Sorrows» 
ing: Let certainly, if the Mind of a Sinner, even 


on a Death bed, be truly renewed and turned 
to God, fo great is his Mercy, that he will re- 
ceive him, even in that Extremity. He ſaid, He 


was ſure his Mind was entirely turned, and thot 


Horror had given Mum his firſt awaking, yet that 
war now grows up into a ered Faith, and Con: 


ver fon. 


Taxns is but one Prejodice lies 2 all | 


this, to defeat the good Ends of divine Providence 
by it upon others, as well as on himſelf; and 
that is, that it was a Part of his Diſeaſe, and that 


the Lowneſs of his Spirits made ſuch an Alterati- 


on in him, that he was not what he had ſorm- 
erly been: and this ſome have carried ſo far as 


to ſay, that he died mad. Theſe Reports » 
ſt 


raiſed by thoſe who are unwilling that the. 
Thoughts or Words ot a Perſon every Way fo 


extraordinary, ſhould have any Effect either on 


themſelves or others: And it is to be feared, that 
ſome have ſo far ſeared their Conſciences, and-ex- 
eeeded the common Meaſures of Sin and Infide- 
lity, that neither this Teſtimony, nor one coming 
from the Dead, would ſignify much towards their 
Convidion. That this Lord was either mad or 
-ſtupid, is a Thing fo notoriouſly untrue, that it 
is 5 the greateſt Impudence for any that were. about 


% 


-—m—_——— 


— 2 Lt ame lt —— a4 
* 
- I , 


Ol 38 ) 
| Mit to report it; and a very unreaſoneble Gre: 


_ Uulity in others to believe it. All che while I was 
with him, after he had ſlept out the Diſorder: of 
the Fit he was in the firſt Night, he was not only 
without Raving; but had a Clearneſs in bs 


Thoughts, in his Memory, in his Reflections on 


Things and Perſons, far beyond what I ever ſaw 


mn a Perſon {6 low in Hs strength. He was not 
able to hold out long in Diſcourſe, for his Spirits 
Hailed: but'once for half an Hour, and often for 


a Qirtarter of an Hour; after he awakened, he had 
a Vivacity in his Diſcourſe that was extraordinury, 
and in all Things like himſelf... He called often 
For his Children, his Son the now Earl of Rochef- 
ter, and his three Daughters, and ſpake to them 
withaSenſe and Feeling that cannot be expreſſed in 


| Writing. He called me once to icok on them all, 


and ſaid, Ser how good” God has been to me, in- 
giving me 2 many B lefings, and I have cartied 
myſelf io him 1163 an angracious and utthankful 


Dog, Heonee talked a greatdeal tome of publick 
Affairs, and of many Perſons and Things, with. 


the ſame Clearneſs of Thought and Expreſſion, 
"that he hadever:done before. So that by noSign, 
but his Weakneſs of Body, and giving over Diſ- 
courſe ſo ſoon, could F perceive 4 Difference be- 
tween what his Parts formerly were, and ** 
they were then. 


: . j 


hardly povern himfelf, when he was any ways 
heated, three Minutes, withoot falliag into it; 1 
mean Swearing. - He had acknowledged to me 
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An that wietdia the Preſence vf bis Mind ap- 
peared moſt, was in the total Change of an ilt 
Habit grown fo much upon him, that he could. 


the former Winter, that he abhorred'it as a baſd 


and indetent Thing, and bad ſet himſelf- much 


to break it off; but he confeſſed, that he was (6 - 
over powered by that ill Cuſtom; that Ke could 


not ſpeak with any Warmth, without repeatec 


Oaths, which, upon any Sort of Provocation, came 


* almoſt naturally from him: But in his laſt Re- 


morſes this did ſo ſenſible affect him, that, by a. 
reſolute and conſtant Watchfulneſs, the Habit of 


it was perfectly maſtered; ſo that, upon the Re- 


turns of Pain which were very ſevere and frequent 
upon him the laſt Day I was with him, or upon 
ſuch Diſpleaſures as People ſick or in Pain are 
apt to take of a ſudden at thoſe about them: On 
all theſe Occaſions he never ſwore an Oath all Il the: = 


while I was there, 


Ones he was olfenged with the Delay of on 


| that he thought made not Haſte enough, with 


ſomewhat he called for, and ſaid, in a little Heat, 
That damned Fellbu. Soon after, I told him, I. 
was glad to find his style ſo reformed, and that he 


| lad fo eutirel y overcome that ilt Habit of Swear. 
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ing; only that Word of caliing any deed 
which had returned upon him, was not decent. 
His Anſwer was, Ob that Language of Fiends, 
which was ſo familiar to me, hangs yet about me; 


ſure none bas deſerved more io be damnes than 1 
bade done. And after he had humbly asked Gon 


pardon for it, he deſired me to call the Perſon to 


him, that he might ask him Forgiveneſs: But, L 


told him that was needleſs ; for he had ſaid it of 
one that did not hear i it, and ſo could not be of: 


fended by it. 
In this Diſpoſition of Mind did IH continne all 


the while I was with him, four Days together. 
He was then brought ſo low, that all Hope of Re- 


covery was gone, Much purulent Matter came 


from him with his Urine, which he paſſed always 
with ſome Pain; but one Day with unexpreflible 


Torment: yet he bore it decently, without break- 
ing out into Repinings, or impatient Complaints, 
He imagined he had a Stone in his Paſſage, but 
it being ſearched, none was found, The whole 
Subſtance of his Body was drained by the Ulcer, - 
and-nothing was left but Skin and Bone; and by 


4 lying much on his Back the Parts there began to 


mortify, But he had-been formerly ſo low, that 


he ſeemed as much paſt all Hopes of Life as now; 


which made him one Morning, after a full and 
beet Night's Rab procured by Henke} siven 


.0 


A 


7 
- . 
5 7 bis Knowledge, to fancy it was an 
Effort of Nature; and to wel to entertain ſome 


Hopes of Recovery: For he faid, He felt himſelf 


perfedtly'x well, and that he had nothing alling | 
bim, but an extream Weakneſs, which: might 
off in Time; and then he etitertained me with the 
scheme he had laid down for the Reſt of his Life, 


„ 


how retired, how ſtrict, and how ſtudious he in- 


tended to be. But this was ſoon over; for he 
Quickly felt that i it Was only the Effect of a good 
55 sleep, and that ch Was fall in A EP deſperate 


& State. 4 


I ruovenr to have elt Kim M Felde, but 


not without ſome Paſſion; he deſired me to ſtay 


that Day. There appeared no Symptom of pre - 


ſent Death; and à werthy Phyſician*then with 
him, told me, that tho” he was ſo low that an 


Accident might carry him way on a ſudden; 


vet without that, he thought he might live yet 


ſome Weeks. $0, on Saturzay at Four of the 


Clock in the Morning, I left him, being the. 24th 
of July. But I durit not take Leave of him; for 


he had expreſſed ſo great an Unwillingneſs Wl part 
with me the Day before, chat if 1 had nor preſent- 
| 1y yielded to one "Day's Stay, it was like to have 
- given him ſome Frouble; therefore I thought it: 


better to leave him without any Formakty. Some 


Moers after, he aſked for e; and when it was 
6 
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a told bim, I was. gone, he ſeemed to be troubled; 
and faid, Has my Friend left me? then I ſhall 
die ſhortly. After that he ſpake but once or twice 
tin he died: He Jay much filent. - Once they 
heard him praying very devoutly: And on Mon- 
"gay ahont Two of the Clock in the Morning, be, 


died, without ay Convulfion, or o much as. 8 
Groan. 28 15 


8 
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Tir CONCLUSION. | 


THUS he lived, and thus he died in the Three 
and thirtieth Year of his Age. Nature had 
fitted him for great Things, and his Knowledge 
and Obſervation qualified him to have been one 

of the moſt extraordinary Men, not only of his 
1 Nation. but of the Age he lived in. And I do 
verily believe, thatif God had thought fit to have 
continued him longer in the World, he had been 

the Wonder and Delight of all that knew him. 
But the infinitely wiſe Gov knew better what was 
fit for him, and what the Age deſerved. For 
Men who have fo caſt off all Senſe of Gov and 


Religion, deſerye not ſo _ A Bleſſing, as che 


5 that the divine Goodneſs took Pity on him, and 
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4 Exams and ConviRion which the Rell of his Life 
might have given them And I am apt to think, 


ſeeing the Sincerity of his Repentance, would try 
and venture him no more in Circumſtances of 
Temptation, perhaps too hard for human Frail- 
ty. Now he is at Reſt, and I am very confident 
enjoys the Fruits of his late, but fincere Repen - 
tance, But ſuch as live; and ſtill go on in their 
Sins and Impieties, and will not be awakened nei - 
ther by this, not the other Alarms that are about 
their Ears, are, it ſeems, given up by Go to a 
Jadicial Hardnefs and Impenitency. | 
Henn is a public inſtance of One who lived of: 
their Side, but could not die of it: And though 
none of all our Libertines under ſtood better than 
he, the ſecret Myſteries of Sin, had more ſtudied 
every Thing that could ſupport a Man in it, and 
bad more reſiſted all external Means of Convic - 
| Lon than he had done; yet when the Hand of 
God inwardly tourhed him, he could no longer 
thick againſt thoſe Pricks, but humbled himſelf un - 
der that Mighty Hand, and as he uſed often to. 
ſiay in his Prayers, He who bad fo often denied him, 
Found then no other Kaner. zur his Ae and f 
Compaſſion. i | 
. I nave written this . wich all the Ten- | 
an. ang Caution I could uſe, and in whatſo- ? 
£2 G 2 


_ | ever 1 may have failed, I have been firiQ'io-- the 


flarged on 
more re 
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Fruth of what 1 have related; remembring that 
of Job, will ye lie for Cod Religion has Strength: 
and Evide nee enbugh in- itſelf, and needs ao Sup- 
port from Lies, and made Stories. I do not pre- 
tend to have given the formal: Words that he ſaid, 
though I haye done that where I could remem- 
ber them. But I have written them with the ſame 
Sincerity, that I would have done, had I known 
I had been to die immediately after I had finiſh- 
edit, I did not take Notes of our Diſcourſe laſt 
Winter after we parted; ſo I may Have perhaps 
in the ſetting out of my Anſwers to him, en- 
eral Things, both more fully and 
rly than I could ſay them in ſuch free 
- Diſcourſes as we had. I am not ſo ſure of all I 
/ ſet down as ſaid by me, as I am of all ſaid by him 
f to me; but yet the Subſtance of the greateſt _ by 
even of that, is the ſame. 7.53 | 

IT remains that I humbly and Abril be 
ſeech all that ſhall take this Book in their Hands, 
that they will conſider it entirely; and not wreſt 
ſdme Parts to an ill Intention. God, the Searcher 
of Hearts, knows with what Fidelity I have writ 
it: But if any will drink up only the Poiſon that 
may be in it, without taking alſo the Antidote 
here given to thoſe ill Principles; or confidering 
the Scnſe that this — Perſon had of them, When 


— 
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ne reflected ſeriouſly on them; and will rather — 
confirm themſelves in their” 111 Ways, by the 
$cruplesand Objecttons which I ſet down, than be 
edified by the other Parts of it; as I will look on 
it as a great Infelicity, that I ſhould have faid any 
Thing that:may ſtrengthen them in their Impie - 
ties; ſo the Sincerity of my Intentions will, 1 
doubt not, excuſe me at his Hands, to whom I of 
fer up this ſmall Service; 
I nave now: performed in the belsllanber * 
1 what was leſt on me by this Noble: Lord; 
and have done with the part of an Hiſtorian, I 
ſhall in the next plaee ſay ſomewhat as a Divine, 
Ss extraordinary a Text does always force a Ser- 
mon, though it is plain enough itſelf, and ſpeaks 
with ſo loud a Voice, that thoſe who are not a> 
wakened by it, will perhaps conſider nothing that i 
I. can ſay. If our Libertines will become fo far 
ſober as to examine their former Courſe of Life; 
| with that Diſingagement and Impartiality, which 
they mult, acknowledge a wiſe Man ought to uſe 
in Things of greateſt Gonſequence, and balaace 
the Accouat of- what they have got by their De- 
baucheries, with the Miſchiefs thæy have brought 
on themſelves and others by them, they will ſoon 
ſee what a mad Bar gain they bave made. Some 
Diverſion; Mirth and Pleaſure is all they can pro- 
miſe themſelves; but to obtain this, how _ 
G.3 


Credit, the chief Mean to recover an entangled 


hs * 


0 
Zvils are they to ſuffer? How have many wafted | 
their Strength, braight many diſeaſes on their 
Bodies, and precipitated their Agein the purſuit 
of thoſe Things? And as they bring old Age 
early on themſelves, ſo it becomes a miſerable 
_ Rate of Life to the greateſt part of them; Gouts, 
12 Stranguries, and other Infirmities, being ſevere 
: Reckonings for their paſt Follies; not to mention 
5 the more loathſome Diſeaſes, with their no leſs 
loathſome and troubleſome Cures, which they muſt 
| often. go through, who deliver themſelves up to 
forbidden Pleaſure, Many are disfigur'd beſide, 
with the Marks of their Intemperance and Lewd - 
nes, and which is yet ſadder, an Infection is deriv · 
ed oftentimes on their innocent, but unhappy 
 Iflue, who being deſcended from ſo vitiated an O- 
riginal, ſuffer for their Exceſſes. Their Fortunes 
are profuſely waſted, both by their Neglect of their 
Affairs, they being fo buried in Vice, that they 
| cannot employ either their Time or Spirits; ſo 
much exhauſted by Intemperance, to - conſider 
them; and by that prodigal Expence which their 
Luſts put upon them, They ſuffer no leſs in their 


Eſtate; for that irregular Expence forceth them - 
to ſo many mean Shifts, makes them ſo often falſe 
to all their Promiſes and Reſolutions, that they 
mult needs feel how much they have loſt, that 


. _ (ny. 
- whichs Gentleman, and Men of i ingenuous Tem- 
pers do ſometimes prefer even to Life itſelf, their 
Honour and Reputation. Nor do they ſuffer leſs 
in the nobler Powers of their Minds, which by a 
long Courſe of ſuch diſſolute practiſes come to ſink 
and degenerate ſo far, that not a few, whoſe firſt 
Bloſſoms gave the moſt promiſing Hopes, have 
10 wither d, as to become incapable of great and 
generous Undertakings, and to be diſabled to 
every Thing, but to wallow like Swine ia the Filth 
of Senſuality, their spirits being diſſipated, and 
their Minds ſo nummed, as to be wholly unfit for 
Buſineſs, and evenindiſpoſed to think. , 8 Os 
Tua this dear Price ſhould be os for a 
lette wild Mirth, or groſs or corporeal Pleaſure, 
is a Thing of ſuch unparalelled Folly, that if there, 
were not too many ſuch inſtances before us, it i 
might ſeem incredible. To all this we muſt add 
| the Horrors that their, ill Adions raiſe i in them, 
and the hard. Shifts they are put. to to ſtave of. 
theſe, either by being perpetually drunk or mad, 
or by an þabitual Diſuſe of thinking and reflecting 
on their Actions, and (if theſe Arts will not perfect. 
ly quiet them) by taking Sanctuary in ſuch atheiſti- 
cal Principles, as may at leaſt mitigate the Sowr- 
neſs of their Thoughts, though they cannot ab» 
ſolutely ſettle their Minds. Z 
Ix the State of Mankiad and 8 Societies 
G4 
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are cobſidered, what - Miſchiefs can be equal too 
thoſe which follow theſe Courſes? Such Per- 
ſons are a Plague where · ever they come; - they 

can neither be truſted nor beloved, having caſt of! 
both Truth and Goodneſs, which procure Conſi - 
Cence and attract Love: They corrupt ſore by* 
| their ill Practices, and do irreparable Iajuries to 


the reſt; they run great Hazard, and ꝓut them 2 
8 ſelves to much Trouble, and all chis to do what is in. © 2 
their Power to make Damnation as ſure to them - 4 

ſelves as-poffibly they can. What Influence this 5 


has on the whole Nation is but too viſible; how 5 
the Bongs of Nature, Wedlock, and all other - Fs 
Relations are quite broken. Virtue is thought an 
antique Piece of Formality; and Religion the Effect 
of Cowardiſe or Knavery: Theſe are the Men 
that would reform the world, by bringing it un- 

der a new 8yſtem ol. intellectual and moral Prin- . 
ciples, but bate hem a few bold and lewd Jeſts, 
what have they ever done, or deſigned to do, to 
make them be remembred, except it be with De. 
teſtation? They are the Seorn- of- the preſent 
Age, and their Names muſt rot in the next; Here 
they have before them an Inſtance of one who 
vas deeply corrupted with the Contagion which 
he firſt derived from others, but unhappily heigh« 
tened it much himſelf, He was a Maſter indeed; 
and not-a bare-Trifler with. Wit; as ſome of theſe 
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are:whorepeat, and that but-ſcurvily; wat tiey ?- 
| have heard {rom him or ſome others, and with Im-- 
pudence and Laughter will face the World down, 
as if it were to teach it Wiſdom ; Who, God 
knows, cannot follow one Thought a Step further- 
cham as they have conned.it ; and take from them 
their borrow'd Wit and their mimical Humour, 


and they will preſently appear what they indeed 


are, the leaſt and Jowelt of Men. ; 
Ie they will, or if they can think a tins; 1 
wiſh they would.confider, that by their own Prin- 
ciples, they cannot be ſure, tha Religion is only I 
a Contrivance, all they pretend to is only to wea- 
ken ſome Arguments that are brought for it: But 
they have not Brow enough. to ſay, they can prove 
| that their own Principles are true. So that at 
moſt they bring. their Cauſe no higher, than that it 
is poſſible. Religion may not be true. But ſtill it is 
poſſidle i it may be true, and they have no Shame 
left that will deny that it is alſo probable it may be 
true; and if ſo, then what mad Men are they 
who run ſo great a Hazard for nothing? By their 
own Confeſſion, it may be, there is a God, a judg- 
ment, and a Life to come; and. if ſo, then he 
that believes theſe Things, and lives according to 
them, as he enjoys a long Courſe of: Health and 
Quiet of Mind, an innocent Reliſh-of many true 
Pleaſures, and the Serenities which Virtue raiſes 
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jn him, with the good. Will and. priendſbip which 


it procures him from others; ſo when he dies, if 


theſe Things prove Miſtakes, he does not ontlive - 


his Error, nor ſhall it afterwards raiſe Trouble 


or Diſquiet in him, if he then ceaſes to be: But if 
theſe Things be true, he ſhall be infinitely hap- 


{hall be ſo exceſſively rewarded. The Libertines on 


the other Side, as they know they mult die, ſo the 


Thoughts of Death muſt be always melancholy to 
them; they can have no pleaſant View of that 
-which yet they know cannot be very tar from them: 


The leaſt painful dea they can have of it is, that 


it is an Extinction and ceaſing to be, but they are 


not ſure even of that. Some ſecret Whiſpers © | 


within make them, whether they will or not, 


tremble at the Apprehenſions of another State; 
neither their Tinſel wit nor ſuperficial Learning, 


nor their impotent Aſſaults upon the weak Side, 


as they think, of Religion, nor the boldeſt Noti- - 


ons of Ttapiety, will hold them up then. Of alt 


| aps Hiſtory ean ſcarce parallel. 495; 
Hat were Parts ſo exalted by Nature, and 
improved by study, and yet ſo corrupted and de. 


made to be one of the Glories of his Age was 
become a Proverb, and if his Repentance had not 


which I now preſent ſo lively an Inſtance, as 7. | 


baſed by Irreligion and Vice, that he who was 


(92) 
interpoſed; would have been ane of the greateſt 


Reproachęs of it. He knew well the ſmall Strength 
of that weak Cauſe, and at firſt deſpiſed, but af - 
. terwards abhorred it, He felt the Miſchief, and 
ſaw the Madneſs of it; and therefore though he 
lived to the Scandal of many, he died as much to 
the Edification of all thole that ſaw him; and be- 
cauſe they were hut a ſmall Number, he defired 
that he might even wher dead, yet ſpeak. He 
was willing nothing ſhould be concealed that | 
might caſt Reproach on himſelf, and on Sin, and 
offer up Glory to God and Religion. So that 
though he lived a hainous Sinner, 8 he died a 
moſt exemplary Penitent. | 
- It woyld be a vain thing and ridiculous In» 

: anne for any from hence to draw Arguments 
about the abſtruſe Secrets of Predeſtination? and 
to conelude, that if they are of the Number of 
the Elec, they may live as they will, and that 

divine Grace will at ſome Time or other violent 

ty conſtrain them, and irreſiſtibly work upen 
them. But as St. Paa / was called to that emment 
Service for which he was appointed, in ſo ſtupen- 
dous a Manner, as is no Warrant for others to 
expect ſuch a Vocation; fo, if upon ſome ſignal 
Oeccaſion, ſuch Converſions fall out, which, ho- 
far they are ſhort of Miracles, 1 ſhall not deter- 
mine, it is not only a vain but a pernicious ima: 
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giaatton, for any to go on in their il Ways, vpon 
a fond Conceit and Expedtation that the like will 
befal them: For whatſoever God's extraordina- | 
ry Dealings with ſome may be; we are ſore his = 
eominon Way of working: is by offering theſe. 
Things to our rational Faculties, which by the 
Aſſiſtance. of his Grace if we improve them all 
we can, ſhall be certainly e ffectual for our Refor- 
mation; and if we neglect or abuſe theſe, we 
put ourſelves beyond the common Methods of 
God's Mercy, and have no Reaſon to expect that 
Wonders ſhould be wrought for our Conviction z 
which though they ſometimes. happen, that they 
map give an effectual Alarm fer the awaking of - r 
| Others, yet it woüld deſtroy the whole Deſign = 
of Religion, if Men ſhould depend upon or look _ 
for ſuch an extraordinary and forcible Operation 
of God's Grace. | 
And. I hope that thoſe who wh had ſome 
3 ſharp Reflections on their paſt Life, ſo as to be re- 
ſolved to forſake their ill Courſes, will not take 
the leaſt Encouragement to - themſelves in that 
| deſperate and unreaſonable. Reſolution of putting 
off their Repentance till they can fin no longer, 
from the Hopes I have expreſſed of this Lord's ob- 
| raining, Mercy at the laſt; and from thence pre- 
ſume, that they al ſo ſhall be received, when they- 
turn to God op their Death beds : For what Mer- 
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ey oe ver God may ſhew to ſuch as really. were 
never inwardly touched beſore that Time; yet 
| there i is no Reaſon: to chiak that thoſe who have 
dealt ſo difingenyoully- with God and their own 
Souls, as deſignedly to put off their turning tahim, 
upon ſuch Conſiderations, ſhould be then accep· 
ted with him. They may die ſuddenly, or by a 
Diſeaſe chat may ſo diforder their Underſtandings, 
 thawthey ſhall not be in any Capacity of reflecting 
on their paſt. Lives. The inward Converſion of 
our Minds is not ſo in our Power, that it can be 
effected without Divine Grace aſſiſting. And there 
is no Reaſon for thoſe who have negledted theſe 
Aſſiſtances all their Lives, to expect them in ſo ex- 
traordinary manner at their Death. Nor can one, 
eſpecially in a Sickneſs, that is quick and critical, 

be able to do thoſe Things that are often. indiſ- 
penũbly neceſſary to make his Repentance com- 
pleat: And even in a longer Diſeaſe in which 
there are larger Opportunities for theſe Things; 
vet there is great Reaſon to doubt of a Repen- 
q tance begun and kept up merely by Terror, and 
not from any ingenuous Principle. In which, 
though I will not take on me to limit the Mercies 
of God, which are boundleſs ; yet this muſt be 
_ confeſſed, that to delay Repentance, with ſuch a 
Deſign, is to put the greateſt Concerament we 


* 


„ 
have upon the weg —— 
that is poi ble. 

zur they that will go on in their Sins, and ſtill 


* partial to them, as to uſe all endeavours to 
ſttrengrhen themſelves in their evil Courſes, eyen 
dy theſe very Things | which the Providence of 
| God ſets before them, for the caſting down theſe 
Krong Holds of Sin: What is to be faid to ſach ? 


they will by Degrees come within that Curſe, He 


that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt till. And he that 


. filthy, let him be filthy fill. But if our Goſpel 


4 hid, it is hid to them that are loft, in whom the 


God of this World bath blinded the Minds of them 
-eobich believe not, left the Light of the glorious C of. 
7 of Crit, who is the Image of God, ſhould 
* unto them, 


oz 
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Afarther Account of the Earl of 3 ES—- 
TER, as it war delivered in a Funeral - 
Ser mon, preached at his Defire, by Mr. 
PaksoNs, Chaplain to bis Mar ber,, 
tbe n. o ROCHESTER. | „ 


'PON my firſt Viſit to TIO My 26.) juſt 
/ at his Return from his Journey. out of the 
5 Weſt, he moſt gladly received me, ſhew'd me ex- 
traordinary reſpe&s upon the ſcore of mine Office, 


- + thank'd God; who had in Mercy and good Pro- Oy 


« vidence ſent-me to him, who ſo much needed 
* my Prayers and Counſels; acknowiedging how 
< unworthily-heretofore he had treated that Or- 
der of Men, reproachiag them that they were 
«© proud, and propheſied only for. Rewards; but 
* now he had learnt how to value them; that he 

« eſteemed them the Servants: of the Moſt — 
H | 


. 
— — — — — — — —̃ - oa — 
— yp >” — — 1 —— — ——— —— —„— . — 2 * 5 
x f 5 
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— — - 
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5 gainlt it it. That God ſtrangely opened his Heart, | 
creating in Kis Mind moſt awful and tremendoug 


and Artribitſs; and of the! Lovelineſs of Religi- 
on and Virtus. T never (laid he) was advanced 


CM dinary, 1 1 have hid ſome:Checks and Warnings. 
0 confiderable from within; but ſtill truggled with 


k MO Life.” 


= Ar the lame time 1 18 LY AER 


firange Trouple and Conflias of Mind, his Spirit” 
wounded, and his Conſcience full of Terrors. 
des his Journey he told me, He had deen ur- 
* guing with greater vi igour againſt God and Rex, 
. than ever he had done in his Life-time de · 
s fore, and that he was reſolved to run them down 


85 0 Vith all dhe Argument ud spite in the World, 
but like the great Convert St. Paal, he found 


it hard to. kick againſt the Pricks.“ For God at 
that Time Had ſo ſtruck. his Heart by his imme- 


diate Hand, chat preſently he argued as ſtrong- 


ly for God and Virtue, as before he bad done a- 


Thought? and Ideas of the Divine Majeſty, wiel 
à delightful Contemplation of the Divine Nature 


&-thus far towards Happineſs/in my Life before; 
* tho upon the Commiſſion of ſome Sins extraor · 


them, and ſv wore'them off again, The maſt ob · 


e ſeryable that I remember was. this : One Day at 
*an Atheiftical Meeting, dat Quality'ss 


” I 


| ++ priizcipal Diſputant againſt God and Fiery, and 
fer my Performances, received the Applauſe 
-£-of .the' whole Company; upon which my Mind 


_ 4.thus;to myſelf. Good God chat a Man that 


e ſun, ſhould ufe. them to the defying of his Crea - 
„1 dor l But tho this w. a good: Beginning to- 
_ «© wards my Converſion, to find my Conſcience 
£*xourb'd for n Sins, yet it went off. again; 


| 4 3 
. manage the Cans, and was. the 


dias terribly ſtruck, and I icamediately apply d 


*<. walls upright, that ſees the wonderful Works 
od, and has the Uſe of his:Senſes and Rea- 


** nay; all my Lye long, Lhad a ſecret, Valye and 
% Rewerence ſor an honeſt Man, and loy'd Mora- 


n in others, But I had form'd ap odd Scheme | 


* of Religion to myſelf, which. would. ſolve: all 


that God and Conſcience might farce upon me 3 
vet L was not ever well reconciled ta the Buſi 


{* neſs of Chriſtianity, nor had chat Reverence for 
1 the Goſpel of, Chriſt as 1 aught- to have.“ 
Mhbich Eſtate of Mind continued. tin the liit. 


Chapter of Iſaiah wasread to bim, (wherein there i 


is a lively: Deſcription of the sufferings of our 
Saviour, and the Nnefits thereof] and ſome o- 


ther | Portiqus of Seripture; by the Power and 
Eſfteaey of 


which Word, aſſiſted by bis Holy 
Spirit, Gad ſo wrought upon his Heart, that he 


| vedar'd,.* That the Myſteries of the Paſſion ap- 


OT H2 


| | bis Soul upon reading God's Word to him, was 


5 Book. 


3 
— 1 ; 
— 


3 
r "fo clear and plain to him, ab ever any 
106 Thing did that was repreſented in a Glass: ; 
So that the Joy and Admiration, which za 


remarkable to allabout him ; and he had ſomuch 
Delight in his Teſtimonies, thas i in my Abſence, . 
he begged his Mother and Lady to read the ſame - 
to him frequently; and was unſatisfied (notwith+ 
ſtanding Ris great Pains-and Weakneſs) till he 
bad learned eſpecially the liii, of Baia gd 


I the e Tie, diſcourſing of bis Manner 
of Life-from his Youth up, and which all Men 
knew was, too much devoted to the-* Service of 
* Sin,” and that the Luſts of the Fleſh; of the - 
Eye, and the Pride of Life,” had captivated 
bim: He was very large and particular in his Ac- 
knowledgments about it, more ready to accuſe 
- Himſelf than I or any one elſe can be; publickly- 
| crying out, **O- bleſſed God, a d 2 horrid 


creature as I am be accepted. by thee, who has 


« denied thy Being; and contemned thy Power?» 


aſking often, Gan there be Mercy-and Pardon. 


„ for me? Will God own ſuch a Wretch as 1 2 
and in the middle of his Sickneſs ſaid, ** Shall the 


 « vnſpeakable Jojsof Heaven be conferredonme 7 
oO mighty Saviour! never, but thro” thine inf. 


+ nite Love and Satisſaction! O never, but by 


— „„ * 
"66 the Purchiſe of thy 'Blood !” adding; * Thar" 


<< with all Abhoreney he did refle& upon his 


% former Life that fincerely, and from his Heart, 
« he did repent of all that Folly and — 


. © which he had committed. ? 


It he had a true and lively Senſe «of Coch 
great Merey to him in ſtriking his hard Heart, 
and laying his Conſcience open, which hitherto 
was deafto all God's Calls and Methods ; ſaying, ' 


Af that God, who died for great as well as leſ · 


« ſer Sinners, did not ſpeedily apply his infinite 


<« Mertts to his poor Soul, his Wound was ſuch as 


no Man could conceive or bear; \crying out, 
That he was the vileſt Wretch and Dog that 
e the gun ſhined upon, or the Earth bore; that 
„now he ſaw his Error in not living up to that 
1 Reaſon which God endued him with, and which 
© he unworthily vility'd and contemn'd ; ” wihed 


« he * had” been a ſtarving Leper crawling in a 


« Ditch;” that he had been a Link- boy or a 
„ Beggar, or for his whole Life time confinꝰd to 


* E Dungeon, rather than thus to have Gnned a · 


« gainſt his God.” | 
How cemarkable was his Faith, in ENS em- 


| bracing and devout Confeſſion of all the Articles 
3 of our Chriſtian Religion, and all the divine Myſ- 
teries of the Goſpel? ſaying, That that abſurd 


< and fooliſh Philoſophy, which the World fo. 
= 0 8 


hos 
va 
* 2 


* Nlercies of Jeſus Chriſt, and the, free Grace of 


Te y 5 | 

"pane admir'd, propagated: dy the late Mr. 
_ * Hopas, and others, had undone him, and ma- 
* gy mare of the beſt Parts in the Nation; who; + 
without God's | great Mercy to them, may nous 
I believe, attain ſuch a Repentance. 1 
- I mvp3T not omit, to mention his bibel A- 2 

hereace to, and caſting himſelſ entirely upon, tbe 


God, declared to repenting Sinners through him; | | 


Voith a thankful Remembrance of his Life, Death 


. ſhare him, having already taſted the goed Mod:; 


and Reſurredion; begging God to ſtrengthen 


& his Faith, and often crying out, Leads Ibe- 
| lieve, help thou mine Vnbelief,” .. | 


His mighty. Love and Eſteem of the: Holy" 
Scriptures, his Keſelutions to read them fre - 


quently, and meditate upon them, if Cod ſhould 


for having ſpoken to his Heart, he acknowledged, 
_ © all the ſeeming Abſurdities and Contradictions 
_ . W fancied by Men ae and 6 
«. Excellency and Beauty appeared, being come ' 

44 to receive the Truth, in the Love of it“ 

Hi s extraordinary fervent Devotions, and (OY 
open frequent Prayers, were. moſt excellent and 
| corre; amongſt the reſt, for the King, in ſueh 
a Manner as became a dutiful Subject aud a tra- 


In grateful Servant; for che Church and Nation, 


* 


% 


ET"LE 
dor dome pärdcufar Raations, and iben br ad 
nien; His calling frequently upon n at all- Hours 
to pray with him, or read the Scriptures to him x 
and towards the End of his Sicknefs, wodld hears 
ly difite God to pardon his Infirmities, if he 
® ſhoufd not be fo wikeful' and itiredt through: . 
"he whole Buty ks? be wilhed to bez“, and 
achat 6 though the Pleſh was weak; yet theSpi4 

| "OF REY I Oy II accept 
2 that. 57 3 81 Mon 

© His contintial nnviication of Goes Grace and 
holy Spirit to foſtait him, to keep bim from allt 
evil Thoughts, from alt Temptatiohs and diabo- 
Heal Suggeſtions, and every Thing which might 
be prejudicial to that religious Temper of Mind. 
which God had now fo Happily endued him with-' 
al, erying out, one Night eſpecially, how *<* ter- 
4 ribly the Tempter did affault him, by caſting 
«& upon him lewd” and wicked Imaginations, but 
+ f thank God (ad be) I abhor them all, and by 
6c the Power of his Grace, which I am ſore i is ſuf- 

40 ficient for me, have overcome them; tis the | 
Malice of the Devil, bꝛcauſe 1 am reſcued from 
cc bim; and the Goodneſs of God, that frees me 
«© from all my ſpiritual Enemies.” 

His great Joy at his Lady's Converſion from” 
Fopery to the Church of E gland (being as he 
rermed ir, 1 Fattion ſupported only by Fi raud and. 

=. 


- 4 *%. = 
n - . 4 
* 
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tente) which was by ber done with Dalidera-. | 
tion and mature Judgment; the dark. Miſts of - 
which having been for ſome Months before break-. 


ing away, were now cleared, by her receiving the 


” bleſſed Sicrament with her dying Huſband, at the 
IF receiving ot which no Man <cculd expreſs more | 
Joy and Devotion than he did; and having ex- 
pʒrerienced the Word of Life; and ſeen the Salva- 
on of God, in the Preparation of his Mind, : _ 
= was now ready to depart in Peace. 8 
His hearty Concern for the pious Elvcation of 
His Children, wiſhing that his Son might never 

be a Wit that is, (as he himſelf explain'd it) 

© One of thoſe wretched- Creatures, who pride 
* themſelves.in abuſing God and Religion, deny- 
« ing his Being, or his Providence, but that he 
* might become an :honeſt and religious Man, 


*«« which could. only be the Support and Bleſſing 


4 of his Family ; ; complaining what a vicious and 
: - * naughty World they were brought into, and 
_ that'no Fortunes or Honours were comparable : 
rr to the Love and Favour of God to them.” In 
| whoſe Name he bleſſed them, prayed for them, 


| and committed them to his protection. 


„ ſtrict Charge to thoſe Perſons, i in whoſe 
Cuſtody his Papers. were, To burn all his pro- 

e phane and lewd Writings, as being only fit to 
promote vice and Immorality, by which he had 


* 
4 


* * 
wr 


( wos F 


«> kighly offended God, and nan and blal. 3 


«6 phemed that holy Religion into Which he had 


* 


r been baptized 3 nd all his obſcene and filthy 
_ Pictures, which * ſo notoriouſly ſcandal- | 


„ „ 
His Readicef to nabe Reſtitution to the vemoſt 
of his Power to all Perſons whom he had injur'd ; 


and for thoſe whom he could not make a Com- 


penſation to, he pray d for God's and their Par · 
dons, His remarkable Juſtice 1 in taking all poſſible 


Care for the Payment of his Debts, which, before, 


he confeſſed he had not ſo fairly and effeRually £ 


done. 
His Readineſs to > forgive all Tnjuries done a- ET: 


gainſt him, ſome more particularly mentioned, 


which were great and provoking ; nay annexing 


= thereto all the Aſſurance of a future Friendſhip, 


and hoping he ſhould be as freely forgiven at the 
Hand of God, 


How tender and concerned was he for his "I 


vants about him in his Extremities, (manifeſted 1 


by the Beneficence of his Will to them) pitying 
their Troubles in watching with him, and attend- 


ing him, treating them with Candour and Kind- 


| neſs, as if they had been his Intimates! 


How hearty were his Endeavours to be ſervice · 


able to thoſe about him, exhorting them to. the 


Fear and Love of God, and to make a go 


— 


Sl dsh paſſionate Exclatnatioh to à Gentleman WW | 
df ſome Character, who came to viſit him updn -4 


| © God 1 no more, hel is an avenging God, and wilf 
< viſit you for your Sins, he will in Mercy, I hope, 


Sinners together a great while, therefore I am 


1 160 
** his FO VERT and Longfiifering ts to 


4b 


&g Sinners, which ſhould lead them to ow 


ﬆ t tance, * And here I muſt not paſs by- his pious 


is Death: bed: * 0 remember that you contemn 


i toueh your' Conſcience ſooner or later as he has 
* done mine; you and I have been Friends and 


4 the more free with you: We have been aſl 


4 miſtaken. in our. Conceits and Opinions, our 


4 Perſwaſions have, been falſe and groundleſß, 


4 therefore God grant you Repentance.“ Ane 
ſeeing bim the next Day again, he faid to bim, 


6 Perhaps. you were diſobliged by my Plainnefs 
ty you yeſterday ; I ſpoke the Words of Truth, 


© and Soberneſs to you,” (and. ſtriking his Hand 


ypon his Breaſt). fad, * I hope God will duc. 


2 your. Heart,” 8 


' Lixzwrss his Gunn to me, «to n+ 
6c abroad, and to let all Men know, (if they knew. 
8 it not already). how ſeverely God had diſci- 

oy him for his Sirs 85 his _— Hand; j 
a laid ten thouſand times more upon. dient | y © 
neg «© he had laid one Stripe upon another becauſe of 


. 
\ * 


(. af. 90 
< his grie vous Provocations, till be had broohbt! 
es him home to himſelf ; that in has former vViſi· 


=. tations, be had not. that bleſſed Effect be was: | 


© now ſenſible of. He had formerly ſome looſe! 
* Thoughts and- light Refolutions of reforming, 


i and defigned to be better, becauſe even the pre · 


45 ſent Conſequences of Sin were ſtill peſtring 
© him, and were ſo troubleſome and inconve- 
* nient to him; but that now he had other den · 
ii timents of Things, and acted _ n Prin- 
4 ciples." 1 5 1 8 4 
His Willingneſs to die if it pleaſed | God, e re- 


** ſigning himſelf always to the divine Diſpoſal; 3 


4 but if God ſhould ſpare him yet a longer Time 


*< here, he hoped to bring Glory to che Name ok 
4 God, in the whole Courſe of his Life, and par- Ds 


40 ticularly by his Endeavours to convince others, 

*and'to aſſure them of the Danger of their Con- ; 
dition, if they continued impetitent, and how | 

— graciouſly God had dealt with him,” 


SA 8 


His great ſenſe of his: Obligations to thoſe ex- 


Cellent Men, the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop 5 
of Oxford, and Dr. Maxs ATL, for their chari- 


table and frequent viſits to him, and Prayers wich 


him; and Dr. BuznerTrT, who came on purpoſe 


from London to fee bim, who were all vet er- 
viceable to his Repentance. 2 


' His extraordinary Duty and Rerereter of lis 


r | 

| Mother, with all the grateful ReſpeQs to her ima · 

ginable, and Kindneſs to his good Lady, beyond 

Expreſſion (which may well enhance ſuch a Loſe 

—_ A them) and to his Children; obliging them with 

1 all the Endearments that a good Huſband or ten- 
5 der Father could beſtow, 


To conelude theſe Remarks, 1 ſhall 317 rod : J g 
to you his dying Remonſtrance, ſufficiently at- | 
"teſted, and ſigned by his own Hand, as his trueſt 
_ Senſe, (which I hope may be uſetul to that good 
End he deſigned it) in Manner and Form follow- 8 


* 


OR the Benefit of all thoſe E I may 
have drawn into din by my Ex::mple and 
a Encouragement, [ leave to the World this my 
« laſt Declaration, which I deliver in the Preſence 
4 of the great God, who knows the Secrets of all 
Hearts, and before whom I am now appearing | 
. * to be judged. 
* Taar from the Bottom of my Soul I deteſt 
«and abhor the whole Courſe of my former 
c wicked Life, that I think I can never ſufficient- 
% ly admire the Goodneſs of God, who has giv- 
«en me a true Senſe of my pernicious Opinions 
% and vile Practices, by which 1 have hitherto 
4 lived without Hope, and without God i in the. 


World; have been an open Enemy to Jeſus 


8. 


N 4 169 5 
2 Chriſt; doing the utmoſt Deſpite to the Holy 
= Spirit of Grace. And that the greateſt Teſti- 
5 * mony of my Charity to ſuch; i is, to warn them 
in the Mame of God. and as they regard tlie 
Welfare of their immortal Souls, no- more to 
* deny his Being, or his Providence, or deſpifs 
: « his Goodneſs; no more to make a Mock of Sin, 
« or contemn the pure and excellent Religion of 4 
my ever bleſſed Redeemer, through whofe 
* Merits alone, I, one of the greateſt Sinners, 
„do yet hope for "nay and Forgiveneſs, Aa © 
6c men + | N 


| Detlared and signed 
in the Preſence of: 


Anne Rocheſter. 
n — : 3 
F. ROGHESTER. 


June 19. 
8 * 


Axx- now I cannot but mention with Joy and 
Admiration that Reddy Temper of Mind, which 
he enjoyed thro! the whole Courſe of his Sicknefs 
and Repentance ; which muſt proceed, not from 
a Hurry and Perturbation of Mind or Body, a- 
riſiag trom the Fear of Death, or Dread of Hen 


| (110 5 7 
£ hy, but from an ingenuous Love fo God, and m 
unifortn Regard to Virtue, (ſuitable to chat ſo- 
lern Declaration of his, I would not commit 
% the leaſt Sin to gain a Kingdom”) with all poſ- 
; fible Symptoms of a laſting Perſeverance in it, k 
God ſhould. have reſtored him. To which might. } 
N be added, his comfortable Perſwaſions of God's FF 
-accepting him to his Mercy, ſaying, three or four | 
Days before his Death, ** & ſhall die, but O, what 
% unſpeakable Glories do I ſee! what Joys, be- 
6 yond Thought or Expreſſion, am 1 ſenſible of:Y 
« ] am affarcd of God's Mercy to me, through 
*« Jeſus Chriſt, © how I 'ong to 8880 and be with 
% my Saviour!“ BN = 
T xe Time of his nd ui Sai was 
| juſt nine Weeks; in all which Time he was ſo 
much maſter of his Reaſon, and bad fo clear an 
Underſtanding, (aving 30 Hours, about the mide 
le of it, in which he was delirious) that he ne- 
ver dictated or ſpoke more compoſed in his Lift: 
And therefore if any ſhall continue to ſay, his 
Piety was the Effect of Madneſs or Vapours; let 
ane tell them, it is highly 'difingenuons, and that 
the Aſſertion isas filly as it is wicked. And mort 
| over that the Force of what I have delivered may 
not be evaded by wicked Men, who are reſolved 
10 bardgn-,their Hearts, maugre all Convictions, 
by ſaying, this Thing was. done in a Corner t; 


2 wm) 
1 appeal for the Truth thereof, to all Sorts of Pers 


| 5 ſons who in conſiderable Numbers viſited and at- 


tended him, and more particularly to thoſe emi- 
nent Phyſicians who were near him, and conver» 


. fant with him in the whole C-urſe of his tedious 


' Sickneſs; and who, if any, are Es Judges 


of a Phrenzy or Delirium. 


Tur xt are many more excellent Things i in my 


Abſence, which have occaſionally dropt from his 


Mouth, that will not come within the narrow 
Compaſs of a Sermon; but theſe, I hope will ſuf. 
ficiently prove what I produce them for. And if 
any ſhall be ſtill unſatisfied herein in this hard- 
hearted Generation, it matters not, let them at 
their Coſt be Unbelievers ſtill. 


